Kota under Zalim Singh by Parwez, Mohammad
KOTA UNDER ZALIM SINGH 
M. Mil Misisitmtm 
w 
BISTORT 
By 
MOHAMMAD PARWEZ 
Uiier the SqpcnrisidB of 
PROFESSOR S. P. GUPTA 
CENTRE OF ADVANCED STUDY 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 
ALIGARH (INDIA) 
1994 

CENTRE OF ADVANCED STUDY 
Professor of History 
TELEPHONE ; 5546 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 
ALIGARH, U. P. 
January 8, 1994 
C E R T I F I C A T E 
Certified that Mr. MohaaBad Paruez, has carried out research on 
'Kota Under Zalim Sin^', under my supervision. This dissertation is the 
original work of the candidate and is suitable for submission for the award 
of the degree of Master of Philosophy. (k. 
{ S. P. Gupta ) 
Supervisor 
TO 
MY 
PARENTS 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
It is a rare obligation to express my deep sense of 
gratitude to my supervisor Prof. S. P. Gupta, who has not only 
taken tremendous pain to go through every bit of ray work, but 
he made me able to understand the cursive Rajasthani language. 
He always stood by me to face the problems posed by the docu-
ments. Moreover, his affection never let me disheartened, 
while pursuing this study. 
It gives me immense pleasure to acknowledge the 
assistance given by Prof. Irfan Habib, Co-ordinator, Centre of 
Advanced Study in History, who made me available various 
facilities at the centre. Being my teacher, he inspired me in 
developing a perception of History as a discipline. 
I am thankful to Prof. I. A. Khan, the Chairman, 
Department of History for allowing me to use various infra-
structural facilities of the Department. 
I am also beholden to my teacher Prof. Shireen Moosvi, 
who keenly monitored my progress. 
It is impossible to express my gratitude to my Aapa 
Dr. (Ms) Surabul H. Khan, who has provided me rare insight in 
analysing and interpreting the documents. Her candid comments 
and forthright discussion always opened new vistas for this 
work. 
I am much obliged to my colleagues Messers M. Siraj 
Anwar, V. K. Singh, M.K. Pundhir and Ekrani Rizvi who have 
helped me at every juncture. I am also thankful to Raju and 
Wasi for their help. 
My special thanks are due to ray friend M. Sajjad 
Athar, who has constantly goaded me in action to complete this 
work at the earliest. 
My thanks are also due to the staff members, Rajasthan 
State Archives, Bikaner, especially Dr. G.S. Sharma, the 
Assistant Director, Research Library, CAS in History AMU and 
Maulana Azad Library, A.M.U., Aligarh. 
The U.G.C. is acknowledged for its grant of J^ F (NET). 
Last but not the least, I can grateful to my brother 
Mr. Javed and sisters Nasreen and Parveen for providing me the 
emotional strength through out this period. 
While my debts, both general and specific are many in 
a venture of this sort, I accept the sole responsibility for 
any errors that might have inadvere^y crept into this work. 
lu f5t 
(Mohd. Parwez) 
i i 
A B B R E V I A T I O N S 
RSAB 
KR 
Bh 
Ba 
PIHC 
Rajasthan State Archives 
Kota Records 
Bhandar 
Basta 
Proceeding Indian History Congress 
(iii) 
C O N T E N T S 
PAGE NO. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT i 
ABBREVIATION iii 
INTRODUCTION 1 
CHAPTERS: 
I. POLITICAL CONDITION 13 
(i) Political Condition in Pre-Zalim Singh Period 
(ii) Political Condition During Zalim Singh's Period 
II. VILLAGE: ITS CLASSIFICATION AND SIZE 55 
III. LAND REVENUE 68 
(i) Method of Assessments 
(ii) Classification of Land and Area Under Cultivation 
(iii) Crop-pattern and Rates 
(iv) The Rural Administration 
IV. RURAL TAXATION 96 
V. REVENUE ASSIGNMENT 107 
CONCLUSION 122 
APPENDICES: 
I. PRICES 126 
II. TAQSIM 130 
III. ARHSATTA 138 
IV. (A) PARWANA-MELA 146 
(B) ^ KAGAL 150 
(C) KAGAL 152 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 154 
MAP FACING - 1 
N T R O D U C T I O N 
STATE OF KOTA 
'H- I -4 , , r ?-
SCALC OF M i l E S 
— I — ~ I I -
G A RV* 
MAP I S BASED ON THE MAP PUBLISHED IN REVENUE 
RECORDS, 1 9 1 2 
I N T R O D U C T I O N 
The Kota state is situated in the south-eastern part 
of Rajasthan, lying between 2^'^T and 25°51' N and 75°37' and 
n°l^' E. Modern Kota is bounded on north by Jaipur and the 
area of Tonk, on the west by Bundi and Udaipur, on the south-
west by Rampur and Bhanpur district of Indore, on the east by 
the region of-Gwalior. 
The major rivers of Kota are Chambal, Kali-Sindh and 
Parbati which alongwith their tributaries provide a good 
2 
river network. These rivers are flowing in northerly or 
north-easterly direction. These rivers, particularly Chambal 
can be perceived as boon for Kota, which has provided a very 
fertile alluvial soil in its valley, besides, enabling Kota to 
have irrigational facility. The crops like sugarcane and 
indigo were cultivated, which require fertile soil as well as 
good irrigation. 
The hill terrain in form of the Mukandwara range of 
hills, having height of 1400 to 1600 feets above the sea 
level, cut across the southern part of the state from north-
west to south-east. This forms an important feature in the 
1. Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. XV, p.410 
2. Irfan Habib, The Atlas of the Mughal Empire, Delhi, 
1982 ^ 
3. Imperial Gazetteer of India, op. cit., p.•MO. 
landscape. It has nondescript ridges parallel at a distance. 
There was dense forest in this area and wild animals like 
tiger, leopard, cheetah, bear, hyenas, wolves, wild dogs, deer 
sambhar, chittal were found in large number. 
The area also receives considerable amount of rain-
fall, particularly in the monsoon season. The rainfall 
occurds, usually, from July to October and it varies, consi-
derably area to area. The average rainfall is estimated, 
approximately, 30 inches with an increasing trend towards 
2 
south and south-east. The south and south-east portion are 
contiguous to the region of Malwa and Gwalior which receives 
good amount of rainfall. Obviously, the nature has enriched 
the Kota state profusely in contrast to the western Rajasthan 
where the desert is situated. 
It is very difficult to estimate the population of 
Kota during Zalim Singh's period. But Shyamal Das refers te 
population as 5.17 lakhs, in which the Hindus, Muslims and 
Jains constituted the 92.7 per cent, 6.35 per cent and 0.91 
3 
per cent respectively. 
According to another information which seems reli-
able the population of state in 1901 was 5.44 lakhsin 1901 A.D 
1. ibid. , p. 411. 
2. ibid., p. 412; See also A Social and Economic Atlas 
of India, ed. S. Muthiah, Delhi, 1987, p.63. 
3. Kaviraj Shyamaldas, Vir Vinod II. 
which was 24.2 per cent less than that of 1891 A.D. In 1901, 
the Hindus, Muslims and Animists were 89, 7 and 2 per cent of 
the total population and among the Hindus, the vaishnava sect 
2 
of vallabhas, was important. 
Although, we do not have population figures for Zalim 
Singh's period, but the comparison of the 1891 and 1901 
figures, besides considering other prevalent demographic 
factors responsible for the changes, one can extrapulate about 
the population of Kota in between 1766 to 1823 A.D. 
Regarding caste composition Imperial Gazetteer of 
India gives us a fair idea. The Chamars were nearly 10 per 
cent of the population and, though, their main occupation was 
hereditary function of tanning and work in leather but the 
majority of them had switched to general as well as agricul-
tural labour. The nimas (8.6 per cent) and dhakars (7.15 per 
cent) were mostly cultivators. The brahmans (7.15 per cent) 
were, largely, employed in temples or in the services of the 
state and many of them hold rent free land grants (udak). The 
Rajputs (2.75 per cent) among whom the majority belonged to 
the hara branch of chauhan clan and they were used to look 
down any occupation except arms and government. There were 
large number of malls (market gardeners 6.6 per cent), gujars 
1. Imperial Gazetteer, op. cit., p. 416. 
2. ibid. 
(cattle breeders, dealers as well as agriculturists 6.2 per 
cent) and the mahajans (traders as well as moneylenders 
3.6 per cent) . 
^ II 
The state was headed by the king entitled as maharao. 
In the beginning Kota was under the paramountcy of the 
Mughals and it was treated as the watan jagir of the raja by 
the mughals. The Kota kings, constantly, remained in the 
2 
services of the mughals ,since,the time of Shahjahan. With 
weakening of the mughal empire, the Kota raja also played very 
active role in the mughal court politics alongwith Saiyid 
brothers. Subsequently, the Kota also become almost free 
3 
from any control of the mughals. 
The maharao was supreme in the spheres of the state. 
Besides it, he was symbol of dignity and status. Among the 
officials faujdar and diwan were very important. The former 
was responsible for the army and the later was looking after 
the state revenue as well as the exchequer. There was des-
cernible tendency on the part of faujdar to make his office 
hereditary and following the line-Zalim Singh succeeded his 
uncle Jhala Himmat Singh as faujdar. Later on, Zalim Singh 
assumed both the offices during his regency. He was weilding 
1. Imperial Gazetteer of India, op. cit., pp. 416-17. 
2. See Chapter - II. 
3. ibid. 
•sv.ch an authority that he, usually, appeared next to the king 
in almost all the revenue documents, where he was always 
addressed as "£aujdar raje mamaji Shri Zalim Singhji ." 
Zalim Singh, though, functioning on the name of the 
king had reduced the status of the king to a mere puppet and 
had influenced the every aspects of the state. He was a 
genius, who is regarded as being instrumental in making Kota 
state as formidable player in the Rajputana politics leaving 
far behind the glorious houses of Kachhwahas and Sisodiyas. 
James Tod says, 
"When naught but revolution and rapine 
stalked through the land, when state 
after state was crumbling into dust or 
sinking into the abyss of ruin, he guided 
the vessels entrusted to his care safely 
through all dangers adding yearly to her 
riches, until he placed her in security 
under the protection of Britain.""^ 
The present work is an humble attempt to chart of the 
emergence of Kota state under Zalim Singh. As it is stated 
above that the colossus figure like Zalim Singh had impact on 
all sphere. It is extremely difficult to describe his diplo-
matic, political, socio-economic achievements in one work. 
Therefore, we have restricted ourselves to the political and 
1. Varion Taqsim papers. 
2. Tod, Annals and Antiquities, op. cit., Ed. W. Crooke, 
Delhi, Reprint 1987, p.1541. 
economic sphere of his activities. 
The works of V.S. Bhatnagar, G.D. Sharma, S.P. Gupta, 
Dilbagh Singh for Jaipur region and G.S.L. Devra for Bikaner 
region are quite illuminating and provide us greater details 
on the polity, society and economy of their regions. The 
methodology adopted in the present work is based on S.P. Gupta 
and Dilbagh Singh's works. It also allow us the comparison of 
the economic situation especially the agrarian condition with 
the Jaipur region. Other pioneering works on mughal economic 
history also enable us to have comparative analysis for 
getting a comprehensive picture. Besides, several articles are 
very useful for various aspects. 
1. V.S. Bhatnager, Life and Times of Sawai Jai singh 
1688-1743 A.D., Delhi, 1974. 
G.D. Sharma, Rajput Polity, Delhi, 1977. 
S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System of Eastern Rajasthan,Delhi, 
1986. 
Dilbagh Singh, The State, Landlords and Peasants, 
Delhi, 1990. 
G.S.L. Devra, Bureaucracy in Rajasthan (1745 to 1829 
A.D., Bikaner, 1980. 
and others. 
2. Irfan Habib, Agrarian System of Mughal India, Bombay, 
1963. 
Noman A. Siddiqui, Land Revenue Administration Under 
the Mughals (1700-1750), Delhi, Reprint 1989. 
Shireen Moosvi, The Economy of the Mughal Empire, 
(C-1595), Delhi, 1987. 
Ill 
This work comprises of five chapters, four appendices 
and introduction. In the chapter - I attempts have been made 
to analyse the events leading to separation or origin of Kota 
state and various hypothesises related to the separation of 
Kota from Bundi. Similarly, it aims to examine, how the state 
of Kota evolved how to developed into a strong state, the 
contribution of rulers like Bhim Singh and his successors, 
the emergence of Zalim Singh and the situation arising due to 
Maratha and pindari in roads etc., Zalim Singh's internal 
administration and the tackling of internecine feuds, his for-
sight in truce with British power, challenges faced from 
Maharao Kishore Singh. The above aspects have been focussed 
in order to provide a backdrop to the following chapters 
dealing with administrative and economic set-up. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to trace original docu-
ments like correspondences, which has forced us to consider 
other sources. Although, Tod was contemporary to Zalim 
Singh, his words cannot be taken on face value as it is 
obvious from other sources which is discussed in subsequent 
2 
chapters. 
In the Chapter II an attempt has been made to delibe-
rate with the help of primary sources, the terra applied for 
1. Tod was political Agent of the British government in 
the Rajputana, 
2. Persian sources like Badshahnama, Ma'asir-ul-Umara, 
etc. 
the village, classification and size of the villages. The 
comparative analysis with the mughal period show some 
interesting aspects. 
The Chapter III examines the different aspects of land 
revenue, viz., the method of assessments, extent of cultiva-
tion as well as the classification of land, the crop pattern 
and revenue rates. The magnitude of state demand is also 
analysed. The instrument or rural administration, which had 
to assist for the revenue assessment and collection has also 
been discussed in the chapter. 
The Chapter IV seeks to examine the rural taxation of 
the state. It focuses on all those taxes or cesses levied, 
other than land revenue (mal-o-jihat) . It also aimed to 
examine the proportion of sa'ir-jihat and mal-o-jihat as well 
as the taxation on the professional groups and guilds. 
The Chapter V seeks to discuss the revenue assign-
ments, the aims and objects of these assignments, land rent 
free grants, types or groups of people whom such and other 
assignments were made? Whether all the assignee had to 
maintain contingent or not? The proportion of various clan's 
holdings had been a part of discussion among the modern 
scholars. Our evidence does suggest that the army contingent 
was primarily based on loyalists rather it was clan based. 
8 
IV 
The revenue records of erstwhile Kota state are 
preserved in the Rajasthan State Archives, Bikaner. A Branch 
Office , however, is established in Kota too. Among these 
records, the extant taqsims arhsattas, jamabandis throw a 
great deal of light on agrarian condition of Kota during the 
Zalim Singh regency. 
The taqsim, literally means division. The taqsim 
papers were first prepared in the 17 and 18th century and it 
2 
meant administrative and accountancy manual. It mainly 
contains the account of revenue in pargana or tappa (adminis-
trative Unit). In our region the taqsims were usually 
prepared for a tappa. It mentions the rekh (estimated income), 
assessed (cultivated) area, unassessed area consisting of 
cultivable waste as well as the uncultivated area (na'laiq) it 
also mentions the number of villages, whether given in udak or 
under which type of assignment the villages fall (e.g. jagiri, 
ta'alluqadari etc.). These taqsims do mention the measurement 
of tappa including its villages in a particular year. But, 
1. Taqsim tappa Anta VS1836/1779. 
Taqsim tappa Kanwas pargana Barsana Vs 1836/1779. 
Taqsim tappa Chachurani pargana Barsana VS1836/1779 
and various other taqsims. 
2. S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, op. cit., pp.322-23. 
these taqsims do not provide details of uncultivated land like 
the taqsims of Jaipur region. Similarly, we have not come 
across any taqsims in Kota region containing information for 
ten years, which is however, profusely available in Jaipur 
region. 
The arhsatta documents are extremely useful, which 
contained statistics related to income and expenditure of the 
village. 
Unlike Jaipur region where these records are main-
tained at pargana level but also gives details of individual 
villages, our arhsattas are maintained at tappa and village-
wise. Therefore, it is difficult to trace the number of 
tappas comprising a pargana. In such a situation only indi-
vidual plotting of the villages can indicate the geographical 
extent of a pargana. Further, it is curious to find that 
these documents are maintained separately, on the basis of 
system of assessments. Such as some of them are entitled as 
koont ka nagdi, lata ka, kharif or rabi ka zabti etc. 
1. S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, ibid., pp.322-23. 
2 . ibid., p.323. 
3. Arhsatta mauza sopuro VS1843/1786 
Arhsatta qasba Swhi Khera VS 1835/1778 
Arhsatta mauza Rajpuro tappa Varakoti, VS1859/1S02 
Arhsatta mauza Amarpuro pargana Barod VS1859/1802 
and other arhsattas. 
4. Various arhsattas, op. cit., For comparison with the 
arhsattas of Jaipur region, see S.P. Gupta, 
Agrarian System, op. cit., pp. 317-18. 
10 
It gives us information regarding, area under particular crop, 
the types of soil and rate of revenue demand, the rate of land 
revenue demand per higha on particular crop. We can also 
analyse magnitude of land revenue demand from such documents, 
if a large number of documents are consulted for a number of 
years. Another important piece of information these docu-
ments contained^ concerns to the number of contingent (tabinan) 
a j agirdar had to maintain alongwith the number of horses. It 
also gives us the rate of payment per horse. Thus , these 
documents throw great deal of light on the maintenance of army 
of the state. It mentions the clan, caste as well as the 
religion of assignees as well as the heterogenous character of 
the army. 
Sometimes, it also mentions the prices of foodgrains 
as well as the conversion rates of currencies for instance 
2 
taka into rupee. 
So far as the jamabandis are concerned, it appears to 
maintained at village level. The jamabandi village Latari 
3 
pargana plaitha mentioned that it was maintained for the 
1. For details see Chapter - VI. 
2. Arhsatta mauza Chhalina tappa Jaipur VS1873/1816. 
Arhsatta mauza Rajpuro tappa Varakoti VS 1859/1802. 
3. Jamabandi mauza Latari pargana plaitha VS 1878/1821 
See also Jamabandi mauza Bara pargana, Mangrol 
VS 1889/1823 for slary of Vovari. 
11 
salary of Kacheri of modikhana. Usually, it also gives us 
total area, year of measurement, if it was held, as well as 
the assessed and unassessed area. It also takes into account 
the previous (savaki) accounts. Not withstanding with the 
documents, we had discussed, there are series of bundles 
(bastas) which have not been utilised so far by the scholars. 
Some of them have also not been classified by the archival 
staff. Some of them are in the process of categorization. 
Consequently, I do not claim to use all the sources related to 
my subject matter. For the sake of conformity the vikram 
samvat era has been converted into Anno Domini (A.D.) and the 
amounts have been converted into paise rupee. 
Tod's Annals has long made immortal the name of Zalim 
Singh as practitioner of state controlled development, a 
Rajasthan variant almost, it would seem of Muhammad Ali Pasha 
of Egypt, and this is an humble attempt to examine the state 
of Kota as nurtured by Zalim Singh. 
From Vikram Samrat 57 years have been deducted to get 
A.D. era. Similarly 1 anna = 6.25 paise where 
16 anna = 100 paise. 
12 
C H A P T E R - I 
POLITICAL CONDITION 
I- Political Condition in Pre Zalim Singh Period 
Originally, the area, now known as Kota, was inhabi-
tated by the Bhils and the area was conquered, for the first 
time by a member of hara house of Bundi named Jethsi. While 
returning back from Kaithan, he made an unexpected attack on 
them and killed the chief of Bhils as well as captured the 
ancient fortress of Ekelgarh. Thus, for the first time the 
sway of haras was established on the east of the river 
3 
Charabal. The descendants of Jethsi retained the castle and 
4 
surrounding country for several generations. This chapter 
attempts to examine how the state of Kota evolved, how it 
developed into a strong state, the contribution of different 
rulers. 
There are several opinions regarding the separation of 
Kota from Bundi. Tod writes that when Prince Khurram revolted 
against emperor Jahangir, Rao Ratan (Bundi) alongwith his sons 
5 
Madho Singh and Hari Singh gained complete victory over the 
1. James Tod, Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, ed. , 
W. Cro'olce VoT. Ill, Delhi , reprint rW7, pp. 
1468. 
2. ibid., p. 1521. 
3. ibid., p. 1468. 
4. ibid. 
5. ibid.. Vol. Ill, p. 1486. 
13 
rebels at Burhanpur on Tuesday , 1579 A.D. In lieu of this 
service Rao Ratan was given the government of Burhanpur and 
Madho Singh, his second son, received Kota and surrounding 
areas, which he and his heirs were to hold direct of the 
crown, it was later on confirmed by Shahjahan and thus, 
2 
Haraoti was partitioned. He, further, says that Jahangir 
feared the union of this brave race, therefore, by dividing 
3 
them he could always rule the both. 
Kaviraj Shyamal Das refutes the information given by 
Tod that Madho Singh was born in 1564 A.D. and died in 1630 
A.D. He asserts that Kota and Plaitha was assigned to Madho 
Singh after his father Rao Ratan's death in 1631 A.D. 
The assertion of Shyamal Das is, further, corroborated 
by Abul Fazl who, while, describing the capture of fort of 
Ranthambhore in 1568 A.D. by Akbar, says that the sons of 
Bundi ruler Rao Surjan, Duda and Bhoj appeared before the 
emperor and they were in their late teens at that time , 
1. ibid., Vol. Ill, pp. 1486-87. 
2. ibid., p. 1487. 
3. ibid. , vol. Ill, p. 1487. 
4. Kaviraja Shyamaldas, Vir Vinod, part III, Udaipur Ist,ed. 
p. 1409. (hereafter Vir Vinod). 
5. ibid. 
6. Abul Fazl, Akbar Nama, tr. H. Beveridge, Vol. Ill, 
Delhi, Reprint 1977, pp. 284-285. 
14 
Madho Singh was grandson of Bhoj, therefore, it is impossible 
that Madho Singh was assigned jaglr in 1579 A.D. 
The fact that Kota and Plaitha was assigned to Madho 
Singh in 1631 A.D. is, further, borne out from Badshahnama, 
1 
which says that Madho Singh killed Khan-i-Jahan Lodi - a 
rebel in the 4rth regnal year of Shahjahan i.e. 1631 A.D. and 
for this bravery he was assigned Kota and Plaitha as indepen-
2 dent jagir. 
3 
Another important source Ma'asir-ul Umara informs 
that Madho Singh was ordered to pursue Khan-i-Jahan Lodi in 
the 2nd R.Y., he joined the army, first commanded by Shaista 
Khan, than by Muzaffar Khan. It says, "In the fight Madho 
Singh, who commanded Muzaffar Khan's vanguard, struck him with 
his spear". For this service his rank was not only increased 
to 2000 with 1000 horse but was also granted a standard. When 
his father Rao Ratan died in the same year, the Emperor 
increased his rank by 500 with 500horses, and granted him the 
parganas of Kota, Bilatha (Plaitha) in fief (jagir) It also 
1. Abdul Hamid Lahori, Badshahnama tr. Elliot & Dowson, 
Allahabad, Vol. VII, p.22. 
2. ibid., p. 22 . 
3. Shah Nawaz Khan, Ma'asirul Umara, tr. H. Beveridge, V. 
2, part I, Patna, 1979, pp.1-2. 
4. ibid.5 p.1. 
5. Ibid. 
6. ibid.5 p.l. 
15 
informs us that in the 21st R.Y. of Shahjahan he returned from 
Kabul to the imperial court and obtained leave to go home. 
After sometimeshe died in 1057 A.H./1647 A-D.-"" 
The evidences clearly show that Tod's assertion on 
Haraoti's partition as well as the life span of Madho Singh 
is not at all acceptable. 
On the other hand, in Mewar there is a legend that 
Madho Singh got the jagir on the recommendation as well as on 
2 
the request of Maharana Jagat Singh. 
After partition Madho Singh remained, constantly, in 
the imperial service and served in Deccan under the governor-
3 
ship of Khan-i-Dauran then under Mahabat Khan. He was 
appointed as governor of Burhanpur by Khan-i-Dauran. He also 
participated in the campaign meant to punish Jujhar Singh 
(1634 A.D.) and thus his mansab was further, increased to 
3000/1000.^ 
In the 9th R.Y. (Shahjahan) he fought against 
Sahu Bhonsale and got his rank raised to 3000 with 20(30 
1. ibid., p.2. 
2. Vir Vinod, op. cit., p. 1407. 
3. Ma'asirul Umara, Vol. II, pt. I, op. cit., pp.1-2 
4. ibid., p.l. 
5. ibid., p.2. 
16 
horses. In the 11th and 13th years of Shahjahan's rule he 
accompanied Murad Baksh to Kabul. In the 16th R.Y. of 
Shahjahan his rank was 3000 with 3000 horses.^ In the 18th 
3 
R.Y. he accompanied mughal army to Balkh. Madho Singh died in 
1647 A.D. after returning to Kota. 
He was succeeded by his son Mukund Singh. Initially, 
he was assigned a rank of 2000 with 1500 horses and his watan 
as his jagir. His constant loyalty and participation in the 
various Mughal campaigns fetched him several enhancements in 
his rank. He participated in the mughal campaign to Qandhar 
twice in 1651 A.D. under Aurangzeb and Dara Shukoh respec-
tively, resulted in the increase of his rank to 3000 with 
2000 horses.^ There-after, he took part in the Chittor 
campaign under Sa'adullah Khan (31RY) and then accompanied 
Raja Jaswant Singh to Malwa to stop Aurangzeb's advance in war 
of succession, in which he, alongwith his younger brother, was 
killed in 1658 A.D. He had built a fort and established a 
1. ibid. 
2. ibid. 
3. ibid. 
4. Annals & Antiquities, op. cit., p. 1522; Vir Vinod, 
op. cit., p.1409; and Ma'asirul Umara, op.cit., 
p.241. 
5. Ma'asirul Umara, Vol. II, part I, op.cit., pp.241-42. 
6. Vir Vinod, op. cit., p.1410; Ma'asirul Umara, p.242. 
7. Ma'asirul Umara, ibid, p.242 and Vir Vinod, p.1410. 
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city in the southern frontiers of his state which is known as 
Mukundawara. 
Mukund Singh was succeeded by his sole surviving son 
2 
Jagat Singh at the age of 14 years. He was assigned a rank 
3 
of dau-hazari and was posted in deccan for a long time. Jagat 
Singh died without heir in 1683 A.D., the nobles decided to 
give tika to Pem Singh, son of Kanh Singh Madhav Simhot of 
Koila. But, he was proved to be inefficient as well as 
immoral and, therefore, removed from the gaddi after 13 
months. 
Ma'asirul Umara says that in 25th regnal year of 
Aurangzeb, when Jagat Singh died, Kota was assigned to Kishore 
Singh, who was younger brother of Mukund Singh^ and was 
posted in the decan to take part in the campaign against 
Bijapur. Under Sultan Muazzam's Command he fought against 
Golcunda. He was granted nakkara in 1693 A.D. and shortly. 
1. Annals & Antiquities, Vol. Ill, op. cit., p.1522, 
Vir VinodTTSid., p. 1410. 
2. Vir Vinod, op. cit., p. 1411. 
3. Ma'asirul Umara, Vol. II, part I, op. cit., p.242. 
4. Vir Vinod, op. cit., p. 1411. 
5. Ma'asirul Umara, op. cit., f/n p.242; Vir Vinod, 
op. cit., p. 1411 - informs that Kishore Singh 
was fifth son of Madho Singh. 
6. Ma'asirul Umara, ibid., p. 593; Vir Vinod, ibid, 
p~. 1411. 
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afterwards, he passed away. His third son Ram Singh was 
granted gaddi on the request of Zulfiqar Khan. 
Meanwhile, Bishnu Singh assumed the gaddi and was 
2 
challenged by Ram Singh near village Anwa. Bishnu Singh died 
in the war, however. Ram Singh called the sons of his brothers 
3 
and assigned them jagirs. 
Ram Singh always remained with Zulfiqar Khan- and in 
1700 A.D. he i(7as granted nakkara and in 1704 A.D., was given 
Mau-Maidana after taking away from Budh Singh and his rank was 
increased to 2500. 
Rao Ram Singh took part in the battle of succession in 
favour of prince Azam Shah and died fighting the forces of 
prince Azzimushan in the battle of Jajua in 1707 A.D. His son 
1. Ma'asirul Umara, ibid., p. 593; Vir Vinod, ibid., 
pp. 1411-12; it informs that when Rao Kishore 
Singh was summoned to deccan by Aurangzeb, 
Kishore Singh was unable to go because of his 
injuries of previous battle (with Jat of 
Sinsini). He asked his sons Bishnu Singh and 
Harnath Singh to go and both refused on some 
pretexts. Ultimately, Ram Singh obeyed his 
father and joined the imperial army in deccan, 
later on Kishore Singh also joined, when Kishore 
Singh died. Ram Singh was given gaddi for his 
services. 
2. Vir Vinod, ibid., p.1412. 
3. ibid. 
4. ibid., p. 1413; Ma'asirul Umara, pp.593-94. 
5. Annal & Antiquities, op. cit., p.1524, Vir Vinod, ibid 
p.1413, Ma'asirul Umara, Ibid • , p.574. 
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Bhim Singh ascended the throne, whose tenure had enhanced the 
prestige of Kota tremendously and Bhim Singh was largely 
1 
benefited by the politics of Mughal Court. 
Immediately, after accession Bhim Singh successfully 
2 defeated the ruler of Bundi, Buddh Singh near Patan, who had 
favoured Bahadur Shah in the war of succession. Therefore, he 
obtained a firman assigning Kota as jagir and tried to eva-
3 
cuate Kota. Since, Bahadur Shah was engaged in suppressing 
the rebellion of Kambaksh in the Deccan and then marched to 
Panjab to subdue the sikh rebellion, had no time to pay 
attention to affairs of Rajputana. 
At this time Sayyid brothers come to play most domi-
nating role in the mughal court politics and Bhim Singh not 
only by supporting them but by helping them to remove Farrukh-
siyar, got his rank increased to 5000, a rank which was till 
1. Vir Vinod, ibid., p. 1414; Annals & Antiquities, Vol. 
Ill, ibid. 
2. Vir Vinod, ibid., p. 1414; Annals & Antiquities, Vol. 
Ill, ibid; does not mention such attack under-
taken by Buddh Singh on Kota. 
3. Vir Vinod, Vol. II, p. 1414 - Mishran Suryamal accuses 
Buddh Singh for the dispute, but Shyamaldas 
argues that Buddh Singh, too, was within his 
rights to win over the territories, which was 
earlier in the state of Bundi, e.g. Madho Singh 
got Haraoti partitioned and Ram Singh acquired 
Mau-maidana. 
4. Vir Vinod, ibid, Vol. II, part III , p.1414. 
5. ibid. 
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then confined to the royal princes or to the rajas of the 
first order. Bundi, on the other hand, remained loyal to the 
throne against the usurping brothers and thus the breach 
2 further widened between the two houses of haras. 
Revengeful, Bhim Singh exploited the opportunity and 
invaded Bundi and he despoiled the capital and brought the 
standard given by Jahangir which was used in all the battles 
3 
and procession of state as well as many other things. 
Sayyid brothers were, infact, planned to use Rao Bhim 
Singh against Nizammul Mulk and Bhim Singh accompanied Gaj 
Singh of Narwar and Dilawar Ali Khan to challenge Qilich Khan 
(Nizammul Mulk). Nizam was"pagri badal"brother of Bhim Singh 
so, he urged him that since he had to extract nothing from 
royal treasury and Jai Singh's insinuation would destroy both 
of us, thus, he must allow him to proceed towards south 
unhindered. But, Bhim Singh asserted his position by making 
it obvious that he knew the line between friendship and duty. 
Their forces kept on pressing and on 20th June 1720 A.D., they 
1. Annal & Antiquities, op. cit., p.1524. 
2. ibid. 
3. ibid., p. 1527, Vir Vinod, op. cit., p.1414. 
4. Vii Vinod, ibid., p. 1414. 
5. Annals & Antiquities, Vol. Ill, op. cit., pp.1525-26. 
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faced Nizam's army near Burhanpur and in the ensued battle 
Bhim Singh died fighting bravely. 
Rao Bhim Singh had obtained several nev\7 territories in 
his state. He got some of the most important forts including 
fort of Gagraun, Mau-maidana, Shirgarh, Bara, Mangrol and 
2 3 
Barod. He also added the area of Manohar thana. His title 
of 'Maharao'was confirmed. 
Arjan Singh succeeded him who passed away issueless 
after a short tenure and was succeeded by Durjanshal on 18th 
November 1723 A.D. His brother Shyam Singh being dissatis-
fied on his accession joined Maharaja of Jaipur and in 1728 
A.D. marched towards Kota with Jaipur support but were, 
resoundingly, defeated by Durjanshal. 
Durjanshal's accession was also acknowledged by 
Muhammad Shah, the last mughal emperor, commanding some 
respect. 
1. ibid. 
2. ibid., p. 1524. 
3. ibid., p. 1525. 
4. ibid., p. 1528. Title, infact, was conferred by Rana 
of Mewar, but was confirmed by the Emperor. 
5. Vir Vinod, op. cit., p. 1416. 
6. i b i d . 
7. Annalff & A n t i q u i t i e s , op. c i t . , p . 1529. 
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In 1738 A.D. Marathas under Baji Rao I came close to 
Haraoti but they captured the fort of Nahargarh from the 
maslim chief and presented to Kota in lieu of supplies as 
2 
well as return of an amount of & 1.5 lakh. 
Maharao Durjan Shal also undertook campaigns to 
3 
restore the state of Bundi to Umeda (Ummed Singh). Buddh 
Singh, the father of Ummeda was expelled from Bundi by Jaipur 
state and had installed their own confidant there. Jaipur 
State strived to expand its hegemony and under Ishari Singh 
tried to invest Kota with the help of Marathas and Surajmal 
Jat which was confronted diplomatically. The marathas were 
heavily bribed from refraining to attack, thus this campaign 
failed. 
The Rajput rulers were still obeying the mughal 
emperors and Maharao Durjanshal, personally, joined the army 
of Safdar Jung. The army of Safdar Jung was repulsed in 
v. ibid. , Beni Gupta, Maratha Penetration into Rajasthan 
Delhi, 1979, pp.5-6; mention Pilaji Jadav as 
leader of raider; M.L. Sharma, Kota Rajjya Ka 
Itihas, p. 372. 
2. ^Beni Gupta, ibid, p.5. 
3. Annals u Antiques, op. cit., p. 1502, Kota Rajya ka 
Itihas, op. cit., p. 385. 
4. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., pp. 1497-98 & 1529. 
5. ibid., Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, op. cit., p.391. 
6. Beni Gupta, Maratha Penetration, op. cit., pp.25-26. 
The governorship of Malwa and Agra was bestowed 
to Safdarjung, the eldest son of Ghaziuddin 
Firoz Jung by Mughal Emperor and Safdarjung 
marched to Malwa to get hold of it from Marathas. 
23 
December, 1737 A.D. by Malhar Rao Holkar and Jaswant Rao 
Pawar. Baji Rao took it as unfriendly gesture on the part of 
Kota State and marched to punish them. After lot of nego-
tiation Marathas imposed fine of 1^  10 lakhs on Kota and out 
2 
of which 8 lakhs were immediately, realised. So far as 
significance of Mughal Rajput allegiance is concerned, this 
campaign has finished whatsoever remaining fear of mughals and 
Marathas emerged on their place. Due to this war for the 
3 
first time maratha Kamavishdar was stationed at Kota under 
the direct control of Sindhia and Maharao (Kota king) was 
forced to give them rent free land grants and this action of 
Marathas had some sort of check on the independence of Kota. 
1. ibid., see also W. Irvine, Later Mughals, Vol.2, Delhi 
Reprint 1971, pp. 284-85; how the Kota Maharao 
received Bajirao Peshwa, The Decline of Mughal 
Power is descernible. 
2. Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vol. II, 
Delhi, Reprint 1971, pp. 120-21; Beni Gupta, 
ibid, p.26; Vir Vinod II, p. 1417 informs that 
marathas agreed only after getting paraganas of 
Patan and Kapran and Rupees 4 lakhs. 
3. Kamavishdar was the Vakil of Marathas. 
4. Beni Gupta, op. cit., pp. 26-27. 
5. ibid. 
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Maharao Durjanshal died in August 1756 A.D. and was 
-I 
succeeded by Ajit Singh. Marathas insisted that the 
succession should be recognized by them and they attacked 
Kota. To avoid a war the queen send rakhi to Sindhia and 
marathas contented by only getting money in form of fines. 
After a brief tenure Ajit Singh died and was succeeded by 
eldest son Chhattarshal. Around this time Himmat Singh Jhala, 
the faujdar died and his newphew Zalim Singh took over the 
reins of faujdar at a very young age, and on the other hand 
2 
Madho Singh succeeded Ishari Singh in Jaipur. 
Kota faced an attack by Jaipur around this time on the 
issue of Ranthambhore. With the declining of power, mughals 
Beni Gupta quoting Vamsha-Bhaskar, p.46; says that 
Himmat Singh Jhala, the faujdar strongly 
supported Ajit Singh, contrary to the wish 
of queen by asserting how a son could become 
king, when father was alive. Although, the 
queen expressed inability to adopt Ajit Singh as 
son, because he was elder than the queen, but 
faujdarfeopinion prevailed. 
Cf.,Tod, Annal & Antiquities, op. cit.,pp.l530-
31, informs that faujdar might have ulterior 
motive, but, perhaps, he was apprehensive of 
dangers of rule by a child. 
Anna].s& Antiquities, ibid., p. 1532. 
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assigned sarkar of Ranthambhore to Jaipur State. The Kotaries, 
areas of Kota which was managed by qiledar of Ranthambhore did 
not reconciled to be ruled by a kachhwaha ruler, therefore, 
2 
sought help from Kota, which was gladly provided. The Kotaris 
refused to pay the taxes and peshkash and Madho Singh had no 
3 
option but to embark upon a campaign. He captured Uniara, 
Lakheri and also overcome the stiff resistence at Sultanpur. 
The Kota army encountered the Jaipur army at Bhatwara battle-
field.^ 
Maratha sardar Malhar Rao Holkar had encamped in the 
vicinity of Bhatwara, after fatal defeat in Panipat. Zalim 
Singh with his influence and dexterity ensured the neutrality 
of Maratha. The Maratha chief announced his intention of 
plundering Jaipur camp. Jaipur was convincingly defeated in 
1. ibid., Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, op. cit. 
2. Annals & Antiquities, op. cit., p.1506; Vir Vinod, 
op. cit., p. 1418; Sarkar of Ranthambhore was so 
extensive that it, not only consisted of Bundi 
and Kota and all their dependencies, but the 
entire state of sheop 
3. ibid. 
4. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., pp. 1532-33. 
5. ibid., p. 1533. 
6. ibid. 
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the battle in which Zalim Singh had shown exemplanary courage 
and talent. 
So one can see that prior to Zalim Singh, Kota had 
been a centre of political upheaval. It was only during the 
time of Zalim Singh this state felt a political stability. 
Political Condition During Zalim Singh's Period 
Maharao Guman Singh asceneted the throne of Kota in 
2 
28 December 1764 and Jhala Zalim Singh continued as faujdar. 
3 
Guman Singh was married to Zalim Singh's sister. It becomes 
1. Tod Annals, ibid., p. 1533; Vir Vinod, op. cit., 
p. 1418; 
Beni Gupta, Penetration of Marathas, op.cit., 
p.50, says that Maratha records made us believe 
that the war was fought between Jaipur and 
Malhar Rao Holkar which is not correct. 
Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vol. 
II, Delhi, Reprint 1971, p.369, heavily relying 
on the Maratha records says, "Malhar was 
detained in the Hada country till the rains by 
his entanglement at Gagroni and thereafter, in 
November, by his war with Jaipur. During 1762 
and 1763 no Maratha general could turn to Mewar 
for the reasons already given" (rains and war). 
However, the assertion of Jadunath Sarkar is not 
correct. 
2. Annals & Antiquities, Vol. Ill, p. 1534, Vir Vinod, 
op. cit., p.1419; Tod mentions the year oT a 
accession VS 1822/1765 A.D. 
3. ibid., p. 1436, ibid. We find regular use of term 
Mama ji in connection with Zalim Singh in Revenue 
Records . 
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essential to introduce Zalim Singh's ancestral family in 
brief. 
They belonged to Jhala clan of Rajputs. Zalim Singh's 
ancestors were petty chieftains in Halwad in the district of 
Jhalawar in the Saurashtra peninsula. His one ancestor Madho 
Singh sought service under Maharao Shim Singh who had assigned 
him estate of Nanta as well as the post of faujdar Maharao 
Bhim Singh married his brother Arjun Singh with Madho Singh's 
sister. This resulted their entitlement as 'mama' (maternal 
2 
uncle) from the royal younger generation. Madho Singh was 
succeeded by his son Madan Singh as faujdar, then, Himmat 
3 
Singh become faujdar, Zalim Singh was newphew of Himmat 
Singh and who was also adopted as son later on. Zalim Singh's 
valour in the battle of Bhatwara clinched for him the 
important post of faujdar at a very young age. Zalim Singh 
was born in 1740 A.D. 
Soon after the accession of Guman Singh, Zalim Singh 
lost credit in the eyes of his patron. According to Tod, he 
1. Annals & Antiquities, Vol. Ill, op, cit., p.1536. 
2. See also above. 
3. ibid, p. 1535, and also see geneology table. 
4. Annals & Antiquities, Vol. Ill, op. cit., pp.1536-37. 
5. ibid., p. 1535. 
6. ibid., Vir Vinod, p. 1429; but it does not mention 
reasons. 
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crossed the path of love of his master. But Beni Gupta says 
that the meteoric rise of Zalim Singh made many jealous and 
they exaggerated the action of Zalim Singh, when a leading 
businessman of bagherwal vaishya community was killed, 
dismissed from the post and his estate at Nanta was also 
resumed. 
Zalim Singh, joined the services of Maharana of Mewar 
3 
because he had no other alternative. In Mewar through daring 
plan he removed the chief of Delwara who had over-shadowed 
Rana Arshi. The defeated chiefs solicited help from Maratha 
and in the ensued battle Zalim Singh was wounded and fall into 
the hands of Trimbak Rao and he developed great friendship 
with his son Ambaji Inglia and the relation proved to be very 
vital for the later dealings with Marathas. 
On the other side, the affairs at Kota was in complete 
disarray and the efficient administrative works of charan 
Bhopat Ram during the time of Durjanshal and which was also 
1. Annals& Antiquities, op. cit., p. 1537. 
2. Beni Gupta, op. cit., p. 55, Annals & Antiquities, 
op. cit. , p. 1537. 
3. Annals & Antiquities, ibid. 
4. ibid., pp. 1537-38. 
5. ibid., p. 1538. 
6. ibid. 
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continued by Zalim Singh^collapsed. It v;as further compounded 
by the Maratha invasion - in which large number of haras were 
2 killed at the castle of Rakharis and Sohet. Perturbed Guman 
3 
Singh sent Bhangrot faujdar to negotiate with the Maratha. 
Meanwhile, Guman Singh relented and persuaded Zalim 
Singh through Lalaji Balal to'return to Kota. 
Bhangrot faujdar failed to have an agreement and Zalim 
Singh was sent to negotiate. He negotiated the return of 
Marathas in fe 6 lakhs. It has not only restored the prestige 
of Zalim Singh but also his post of faujdar and estate. 
Guman Singh fell ill and before his death,he appointed 
Zalim Singh as guardian of his minor son Ummed Singh. 
With the accession of Ummed Singh, he become protecto-
rate. He had no competition, specially, with the death of 
Akhairam. However, he had a little competition from Swaroop 
Singh.^ 
1. Vir Vinod, op. cit., p. 1419. 
2. Annals & Antiquities, op. cit. 
3. ibid., p. 1539. 
4. Tod, pp. 1538-39; Vir Vinod, p. 1419; quotes John 
Marshal, according to whom, Zalim Singh returned 
to Kota in the period of Ummed Singh, which is 
refuted by Shymaldas. If he had returned during 
Ummed Singh's time how he was made guardian of 
king. 
5. Annals & Antiquities, ibi., p.1540. 
6. ibid. 
7. ibid., Vir Vinod, op. cit., p.1420. 
8. ibid. 
9. ibid., p. 1541. 
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After the accession Zalim Singh revived the ancient 
concept of universal victory (Digvijay) by rechristianing the 
concept as tika dam and went on to annex the neighbouring 
territories. He captured Shahabad and for of Kailwara. 
These efforts were, infact, aimed at to enhance own prestige 
2 
and power. 
In the initial period of the regency, the revenue, 
treasury and zakat were looked after by Maharaja Swaroop 
Singh, who was an obstacle in the way of Zalim Singh's 
3 
unlimited power. Zalim Singh through an unscruplous plot 
created hatred against Swaroop Singh in the royal household 
and conspired with Jaskaran (the foster brother of Swaroop 
Singh) to kill him and Swaroop Singh was murdered in the Braj-
Vilas garden. 
Although, the regent succeeded in removing the alter-
native centre of power but his action enraged many nobles and 
many jagidars left Kota. Zalim Singh declared them as 
traitor and confiscated their jagirs. 
Dev Singh, the brother of assassinated Swaroop Singh 
had a large area in jagir at Aton and he tried to make a union 
1. ibid., p. 1541. 
2. ibid., Vir Vinod, p. 1420. 
3. ibid. 
4. Annals l Antiquities, op. cit., p. 1443. 
5. ibid. 
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of jagirdars to challenge the regent. But, even before the 
commencement of preparation Zalim Singh got wind of the plan 
and acted swiftly. Although,he was hesitantly, restrained by 
Mahrao Ummed Singh from sending Kota army, he could not 
prevent him to send the English official named Musa Kalp and 
2 
they defeated unprepared Dev Singh. Dev Singh died in exile 
but on the intervention of Sindhia, his son was given a very 
small jagir. Similarly, when the jagirdas returned from self-
imposed exile they were given only a little portion of their 
jagirs and rest taken into khalisa because the regent had 
already declared them traitors. The ruthless policy of Zalim 
Singh was largely responsible for sub dued jagirdas. 
After coming over the dissidence among the nobles, he 
paid attention towards Pindari problem. The main intensions 
of Pindarais were to plunder the territory and it was diffi-
cult to encounter them because they kept on moving from one 
3 
place to other. In 1773 A.D. Zalim Singh sent Bhat Dayanath 
to Gagraun to evict the pindaris from south Kota. He, even 
allowed Mir Khan to live at Shergarh and made it as centre of 
his operation. The far-sighted action of Zalim Singh not 
only freed Kota from this menace largely but also got a 
trouble makers for Marathas. 
1. Annals & antiquities, op. cit., p. 1443. 
2. ibid., pp. 1443-44. 
3. Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, op. cit., p.481. 
Annal & Antiquities, op. cit., p. 1574. 
4. Kota Rajya ka Itihas, ibid. 
5. ibid., p. 482. 
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Zalim Singh tackled the Maratha problem skillfully 
which posed greater danger to the Rajputana. It was astute 
diplomacy of the regent which saved the state from the plunder 
of the Marathas, as well. He, not, only give them mamlat, 
army assistance but by good behaviour he kept the Maratha 
sardars in good humour. That is why he used to send his 
emissary to Marathas with precious gifts. In 1777 A.D. thus 
he sent emissary to Jiwaji Appa who reached near the valley of 
Jhampayata. But this did not keep Marathas always from Kota. 
When, the Marathas plundered the area of Indergarh, Khatoli, 
Karwad and Piplod - althoug.!, the Kota army reached there 
under Pandit Tantya but did not put up resistence and some 
how, after paying huge amount they were able to return the 
2 
Marathas. It is obvious that these states were paying huge 
amount to Marathas instead of fighting then. Since, Marathas 
were also aware to the fact, that they always turned towards 
Rajputana, whenever, they faced financial problems. It can be 
argued that for the strength of Marathas, Rajputana was 
indirectly responsible due to its drain of its wealth to them 
which helped Marathas to sustain a big army. 
The greed of Marathas was, further, discernible in 
their various subsequent activities. 
1. ibid., pp. 482-83. 
2. ibid., p. 483. 
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Narhar Rao, in 1784 was returned after obtaining Rs 1.5 
lakh as well as Khande Rao. Kota was paying large sum to 
Tukoji Holkar time to time to keep him satisfied. Besides it, 
Zalim Singh used to write very flaterring letters to him, for 
instance 
"Yo Raj Aapko hi Chhe Aur 
2 
Yahyan Baro Hukum Apako bi Chhe," 
(This State is yours and here your orders are obeyed) 
Several Maratha Sardar were paid mamlat (tribute) 
e.g. Shivaji Bithal (1779 A.D. - fe 37000) and Pandit Shivaji 
Bapu (^ 3000 - 1779 AD)^ 
Kota has given ^ 6 lakh to Sindhia to save Begu with 
4 
whom Kota had matrimonial alliance. Sindhia had also 
objected the annexation of Shahabad without permission and 
Zalim Singh, through, his emissary agreed to fix the mamlat of 
Shahabad to ^ 30,000 per annum. 
By 1804 PeshvaJSindhia and Bhonsale accepted the over-
lordship of the English East India Company and only Holker was 
1. ibid., p. 484. 
2. ibid., p. 485. 
3. ibid. 
4. ibid., pp. 485-86. 
5. ibid., pp. 485-86. 
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putting up the resistance. In 1804 A.D. a large army under 
Lord Lake from north and Lord IJellesly from south marched 
towards Holkar. Lord Lake sent Col. Manson to pin down 
Holkar at a place and for the first time the East India 
2 
Company's army entered into the territory of Kota. Kota 
3 
provided military help by deputing its jagirdar Amar Singh. 
Bult Col Monson could not anticipate the movements of Holkar 
and when Holkar charged towards him he retreated after leaving 
behind Amar Singh and Captain Lucan to stop him; both were 
killed in the battle. While retreating Monson tried to enter 
Kota but he was politely refused, however, he was promised 
supply as well as other assistance. Col. Monson ended in the 
diaster but it also created immediate problem for Kota because 
Holkar marched to Kota for punishing them for their unfriendly 
act. After lot of difficulties Zalim Singh struck a compro-
mise with Holkar who agreed to leave that the state after 
taking fine of fe 3 lakhs, though, he was insisting for 10 
lakhs. •^  
1. ibid., p. 489. 
2. ibid., pp. 489 90 Annals & Antiquities, op. cit., 
p. 1571. 
3. Kota....Itihas, op. cit., p. 490. 
4. Kota...Itihas, ibid, p. 491; 
Annals & Antiq'uities, p. 1571. 
5. ibid., p. 493; Annals & antiquities, p.1571. 
6. Kota ...Itihas, ibid, p. 494; Annals & Antiquities, 
ibid., p.1572. 
7. Kota Itihas, ibid., pp.495-96 ,Ar.nals , ibid. 
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The defeat of Holkar in Deeg, considerably, weakened 
his position and he could no longer exercise same authority. 
However, Zalim Singh maintained co-ordial relation with 
Holkar. 
Zalim Singh maintained a very good relations with 
Marathas which suited best in the given circumstances. He 
even provided them military and financial assistance. He was 
able to keep Marathas away from his state upto a great extent. 
The huge amount paid to Manathas is also indicative of pros-
perity of Kota. Although, Marathas stepped into the shoe of 
Mughals but they behaved more like plunders than as a para-
mount power as it appears from the way they were fulfilling 
their greed. 
The moment, Sindhia, Holkar and Peshwa made alliance 
with the British East India Company in the early period of 
19th century and Zalim Singh visualized the dcv;nfall of 
Maratha power, and therefore, he shiftedthe thrust of his 
diplomatic moves towards the British East India company the 
emerging power. 
As far as the regent's policies directed towards other 
Rajputana states are concerned - that was mainly aimed at to 
impose the prestige and superiority of Kota. He agreed to 
help Mewar in defeating Sindhia. The politics of Mewar was 
dominated by Churavats and Shakhtavats in which Churavats were 
36 
exercising excessive influence over the Maharana. But the 
prime-minister, Som Chand Gandhi united them and with the help 
2 
of Zalim Singh drove away Mahadji Sindhia. But, immediately 
after, the feud among the nobles once, again, erupted and 
3 
Som Chand Gandhi was assassinated. Zalim singh desired to 
intervene but was prevented. Meanwhile Maharana imprisoned 
Bhale Rao and Zalim Singh invaded Mewar to get him released. 
Maharana was defeated and in lieu of military expenditure he 
obtained Jahazpur and territories east of Bhilwara. 
The regent, then, ordered qiledar of Jahazpur. Bishnu 
Singh to help Surajmal whose father was killed by the Jagir-
dars of Daniyal's Kotries. They were destroyed and the Kota 
army also invested Sanganer. Although, Maharana had given the 
fort of Sanganer in writing but was not handed over due to the 
secret instructions of Maharana. Mewar was also indebted to 
Kota of fe 71 thousand and in lieu of the debt and interest 
Zalim Singh acquired parganas of Jahazpur, Itoda, Sanganer, 
Sakargarh, Kotri and Hastra. The income was appropriated by 
1. Kota...Itihas, op. cit., p. 497. 
Annals & Antiquities, Vol. I, op. cit.,p. 511. 
2. Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, ibid and Annals and Antiquities, 
Vol. I, ibid, p. 513. 
3. Kota...Itihas , ibid., p.499 and Annals & Antiquities, 
Vol. I, p. 514. ~ 
4. Kota...Itihas, ibid., p.503 and Annals & Antiquities. 
Vol. I, p. 531. 
5. Kota...Itihas, ibid., pp.503-4 and Annals & antiquities, 
Vol. I, p.531 
6. Kota...Itihas, ibid., pp.504-505. 
7. Kota Rajva ka Itihas, ibid., pp.504-505. 
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Kota but the income was not enough to write off the cumu-
l 
lative debt incurred by Mewar. 
Subsequently, the political agent Col. Tod intervened 
and got these parganas restored to Mewar. It is surprising 
why Kota agreed to leave these parganas perhaps, they wanted 
to maintain good relations with the emerging power and on the 
2 
otherside the English desired to increase their influence. 
Although, the parganas were restored to Mewar but 
Zalim Singh ably stamped the superiority of Kota. His policy 
3 
towards Bundi was conciliatory. He married his daughter with 
the king of Bundi and with diplomatic manuoeuvre,established friendly 
relations with Bundi - ending the animosity, since, the days 
of partition of Haraoti. 
His overall policy towards jagirdars is that of mutual 
distrust. He. always, tried to weaken the hara jagirdars, 
that is why, perhaps, he sent jagirdars of Koila and Plaitha 
with Col. Monson because where in both the situation he was 
,6 oing to be benefitted (either they won or got killed). 
1. ibid., p. 505. 
2. ibid., pp. 505-6. 
3. ibid., p. 507; Annal & antiquities. Vol. Ill, op.cit., 
p. 1515. 
4. Kota...Itihas, ibid., pp. 507-8. 
5. ibid., p. 508 and Annals & antiquities, op. cit., 
p. 1548. 
6. Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, ibid., p. 509. 
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After, the death of Amar Singh, the regent destroyed the jag1r 
of Plaitha. Similarly, when he came to know the anger of Amar 
Singh's son on the assignment of parganas Deeg, Panch pahar, 
Ahor and Gagraun to Zalim Singh by the English, he imprisoned 
him and destroyed his jagir. 
Such activities created dissensions among the hara 
sardars, although, they were also weakened but they were not 
completely wiped out as it is evident, when they supported 
Maharao Kishore Singh. 
Owing to these reasons there had been several attempts 
to assassinate Zalim Singh but always, the lady luck smiled on 
him. 
Kota's relation with the English shows the political 
acumen of Zalim Singh due to which Kota always ended on the 
right side of the power of the day. Kota was first in 
3 
Rajputana to had an alliance with the English Company. 
Col. Tod and Zalim Singh met in Rawate on 23rd November, 1817 
A.D. where Zalim Singh agreed to help them in destruction of 
Pindaries. It is, ironical, that on the one hand Zalim Singh 
not only befriended the pindaries but provided them shelter 
and even went beyond anything to get Mir Khan free from the 
1. ibid., p. 510. 
2. ibid., pp. 511-12, Annals & Antiquities, Vol. Ill, 
op. cit., p. 1545. 
3. Kota....Itihas, ibid., p.514. 
4. ibid._and Annal and Antiquities, op.cit.,pp.1577-78. 
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Sindhia's prison on the paynent of huge sum. But, the regent 
realized that these were bad elements and should be kept 
away. The Company had also declared that those who would not 
help in the pindari's destruction would be enemy of English. 
Zalim Singh visualized that "the day was not distant 
when only one emblem of power (ekhi sikka) will be recognized 
2 
throughout India". He participated in the pindari destruc-
tion and his assistance proved to extremely fruitful for the 
company. 
In Rawate meeting, Col. Tod and Zalim Singh worked out 
the various clauses of alliance and Shivdan Singh, Seth 
Jiwanram and Lala Hulchand were sent as representatives of 
Maharao where they signed the agreement with English repre-
3 
sentative C.F. Metcalf, which had to be confirmed by the 
Maharao in attendence with the regent and Governor - General 
within a month. 
The provisions were as follows: 
(1) There shall be perpetual friendship and unity of 
interest between British government and Maha Rao 
(Ummed Singh) and his successors. 
1. Kota Rajya ... Itihas ibid., p.515 and Annal & 
Antiquities, Vol. Ill, op.cit., p.1579. 
2. Kota Rajya ka Itihas, ibid., p.514 and Annals and 
Antiquities, Vol. Ill, ibid., p.150. 
3. ibid., 520-21; also see Annals & Antiquities, Vol.III. 
Appendix VI, p. 1833. 
4. ibid., pp. 521-22. 
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(2) The friends and enemies of either of the contracting 
parties shall be the same to both. 
(3) The British government agrees to take Kota under its 
protection of its territory and principality. 
(4) The Maharao, and his heirs and successors will always 
act in subordinate co-operation with the British 
government, and acknowledge its supremacy, and will 
not, henceforth, have any connection with the chiefs 
and states with which the state of Kota had been 
connected. 
(5) The Maha Rao, and his heirs and successors, will not 
enter into any negotiations with any chief or state 
without the sanction of the British government. But 
his customary amicable correspondence with friends and 
relations shall continue. 
(6) The Maha Rao, and his heirs and successors will not 
commit aggressions on anyone, proceeding either from 
acts of the Maharao, or acts of the other party, the 
adjustments of such disputes shall be submitted to the 
arbitration of the British government. 
(7) The tribute paid by the Kota state to the Marattas for 
instance Peshwa, Sindhia, Holkar and Pawar, shall be 
paid to the British government at Delhi according to 
the separate schedule annexed. 
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(8) No other power shall have any claim to tribute from 
the principality of Kota; and if anyone advances such 
claim, the British government engages to reply to it. 
(9) The troops of the principality of Kota according to 
its means, shall be furnished at the requisition of 
the British government. 
(10) The Maharao, and his heirs and successors, shall 
remain absolute rulers of their country, and the 
civil and criminal jurisdiction of the British 
government shall not be introduced into that princi-
pality. 
(11) This treaty of eleven articles having been concluded 
at Delhi, and signed and sealed by C.T. Metcalfe on 
the one part, and Maharaja Sheodan Singh, Sah Jeewan 
Ram, and Lala Hulchand on the other, the ratification 
of the same by his Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor-General and Maharao limed Singh, and his 
administrator Raj Zalim Singh, shall be exchanged 
within a month from this date. Done at Dihlie, the 
26th day of December, A.D. 1817. 
In February 1818, two supplementary articles were 
added to the alliance, although Maharao was not at all aware 
of the fact. The articles recognized the Maharao Ummed Singh 
and his successor as ruler of the state but only as titular 
head and the faujdar was recognized as the real authority. 
42 
After confirming the alliance Maharao Uramed Singh died 
in 1819 A.D. and the regent duly installed Kishor Singh on the 
gaddi on 30 November, 1819 and informed the political Agent. 
Kishore Singh was mild temperamentally and was more 
2 lent to follow the path of his father. His younger brother 
was placid and sensible and was more attached to the regent 
but the youngest one Prithi Singh was very different from the 
3 
two and used to seek solutions through arms. On the other 
side, Zalim Singh had two sons, the elder Madho Singh, who had 
to succeed him as faujdar was temperamentally, arrogant and 
extravagant, and in contrast to him the second son Gordhandas, 
who was illegitimate was lively, intelligent as well as 
4 
daring. He was given the post of Grain Department, which was 
an important assignment keeping in view regent's agrarian 
policy. Gordhandas was commanded funds which made Madho Singh 
jealous. 
VJhen the political Agent got information regarding 
death of Ummed Singh he rushed to Kota fearing clash on the 
question of power. 
1. Annals and Antiquities, Vol. Ill, ibid, p.1585; 
Vir Vinod, opi cit., p. 1421. 
2. Kota...Itihas, op.cit., p. 553; 
ibid., p. 1583, Kota...Itihas, ibid.,p.555. 
3. ibid. 
4. Annals & antiquities, Vol. Ill, 
5. ibid.. Annals & Antiquities, p.1584, Kota Ra jya... 
Itihas, pp. 555-56. 
6. Annals & antiquities, ibid., p.1585, Kota Rajja Itihas 
ibid., p.558. 
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There he found that the regent had retired to his camp 
handing over the charge to his son Madho Singh, where as 
Kishore Singh was counselled by Prithi Singh and Gordhandas, 
who were instigating Maharao against Madho Singh. They suc-
ceeded in insinuating Kishore Singh's mind and he wrote to the 
political Agent involving article (10) of the alliance which 
said that Maharao and his successors would be absoluteruler of 
Kota, and asked the political agent to restore the powers as 
2 
enunciated in the clauses. He asserted that owing to the 
supplementary article Madho Singh had become de-facto ruler 
3 
and the gaddi of Kota had been reduced to the heap of cotton. 
The supplemental articles were not acceptable to him because 
Maharao Uramed Singh was in complete ignorance of it. 
It is difficult to say why not English government 
encorporation the supplementary articles in the original 
treaty itself. However, the English government decided to 
uphold the articles and the intention of the government was 
conveyed to Kishn Singh. It made clear the the regent was 
real head of state and the Maharao was only the titular head 
of the State. 
1. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., Kota Rajya Itihas, p.557. 
2. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., p.1589, Kota Rajya Itihas 
ibid., p. 557; Vir Vinod, op. cit., p.1421. 
3. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., p.1589; Kota Rajya ka 
_ Itihas, ibid. , p.559. 
4. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., p.1590; Kota Rajya Itihas 
ibid. 
5. Annals and Antiquities, ibid., Kota Rajya ka Itihas, 
ibid, p.560. 
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The political agent found the two advisors Prithi 
Singh and Gordhandas as major cause of the problem and thus, 
decided to isolate them from Maharao. They surrounded the 
fort to put pressure for the isolation of the two advisors 
but Kishore Singh marched out with 500 soldiers and two 
advisors towards Rangwari, without being any resistence being 
2 
offered by the regent. Zalim Singh said that he won't 
fight his master. 
The political agent abhorring such duplicity and 
since, he was apprehensive of the 500 unquiet soldiers, rushed 
3 
to the Kishore Singh's camp at Rangwari The agent warned 
them that their action was directly in confrontation with the 
English government and they would destroy themselves. He 
termed Gordhandas as traitor and selfish and asked Maharao to 
4 
refrain from his advice . He implored the Maharao to return 
to Kota and brought him with himself. 
1. ibid., Annals & antiquities, pp. 1590-91, p. 560. 
2. ibid., and Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, ibid., p.560. 
3. Annals & Antiquities, op.cit., p. 591; Kota Rajya Ka 
Itihas, op. cit., p. 561 - Zalim Singh declared 
that he would cling to his sovereign and do 
chakari kar (Serve him), he would rather retire 
to Nathdwara than blacken his face by treason 
towards his master. 
4. ibid., Annal and antiquities, Vol. Ill, pp. 1591-92. 
Kota Rajya Ka Itihas,~p. 562. 
5. Annals and Antiquities, Vol. Ill, ibid., p.1592. 
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Both Prithi Singh and Gordhandas were removed from 
Kota Prithi Singh was given a jagir but Gordhandas asked to 
chose between two options Allahabad and Delhi for residing 
and he choose Delhi. 
Kishore Singh was re-installed and Madho Singh also 
presented gifts etc. and Kishore Singh gave him khillat of 
ultimate succession of regency. It was a happy reconcilia-
2 tion. 
The political agent remained in the state and he took 
two important decisions. He made Maharao Kishore Singh and 
Madho Singh to sign a document enumerating, "If his successors 
did not choose to employ their services (Madho Singh's) they 
should be free agents be called to no account for the past, 
3 
but be permitted to residem wherever they pleased. The agent 
signed as guarantor of the agreement. Secondly, he got 
abolished the 'dand' the forced contribution in Kota. 
In 1821, Gordhandas sought and obtained permission to 
visit Malwa to attend marriage ceremony of the daughter of the 
1. ibid., Annals and Antiquities, pp.1592-95; 
Kota Ra-jya ka Itihas, p. 564. 
2. ibid.. Annals and Antiquities, p.1592; 
Kota Raiya ka Itihas,"~p.562. 
3. Annals and Antiquities, ibid., p. 1574. 
4. ibid. 
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Chieftain of Jhabua, The moment has set foot there, rumours 
filled the air of Kota. Besides, Maharao was also secretly in 
correspondence with him. Gordhandas tried to go to Bundi and 
there was an attempt from British garrision at Neemuch to stop 
him, which failed because the British garrision was not aware 
2 
of the geography of the area. Gordhandas wanted to challenge 
the regent and Madho Singh and tried to come to Mewar and 
Bundi but he was refused permission at both the places due to 
the English pressure, which forced him to return to Delhi 
3 under more strict vigil.' 
In the Kota, the vigil was more tightened on the 
palace but one of the Commanders Saif Ali went over to side of 
Maharao. Zalim Singh, personally, led the army to isolate 
them and had made heavy artillery shellings of the palace 
area. But Maharao, alongwith, his loyals and Prithi Singh 
crossed the Chambal over to Bundi, but Bishan Singh defected 
to the regent. 
The gaddi of Kota once, again abondoned but Zalim 
Singh was so diplomatic that he placed the kharayun (Wooden 
1. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., pp. 1595-96; Kota Rajya 
Itihas, op. cit., p. 564. 
2. Annals and Antiquities 
3. Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, op. cit., p. 565. 
4. Annals, op. cit., pp. 1596-97; Kota Rajya, ibid.,p.565 
5. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., p.1597, Kota Rajya ka 
Itihas, ibid., p. 565. 
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foot wear) of Kishore Singh on gaddi and started ruling the 
state on his behalf. 
Kishore Singh stayed for someti,Tie at Bundi, where 
although he received full hospitality, but the military help 
was not forth-coming due to the influence of the political 
2 
agent. Therefore, Kishore Singh went to Delhi via Bharatpur 
3 
and tried vainly, to plead his case with the President. He 
returned with the conviction that he could only snatch his 
rights through war. 
However, attempts continued to find a solution and on 
16th September, 1822 A.D. Maharao sent some proposals from the 
camp at Miyana through his wakils Mirza Muhammad Ali Beg and 
Lala Salik Ram. He beseeched the agent to act as represen-
tative of the English government. Besides, other things, the 
pitch of the Maharao's assertations were that he had no 
objection to Zalim Singh as regent but he had serious 
differences with Madho Singh, whom he could not take as 
faujdar, therefore, he should be given a jagir in the state 
and his son Bapulal would remain in the durbar and would serve 
4 
as a prime-minister serves. The main force of the whole 
1. Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, ibid., p. 566. 
2. Annals & Antiquities, op. cit., p.1597, Kota Rajya Ka 
Itihas, ibid. , p.566. 
3. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., Kota Rajya ka Itihas, 
pp. 566-67. 
4. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., p.1599, Vir Vinod, 
op. cit., p. 1422. 
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argument was that master should act as master and therefore, 
the servant should remain servant. English government again, 
rejected the proposal. 
Kishore Singh moved towards Kota and when he was 
crossing the Chambal he had 3000 men. He called upon all the 
hara sardars to join him when Kishore Singh did not cross Kali 
Sindh there was an attempt from political agent to avoid the 
2 
conflict which failed. 
On the other side although, Zalim Singh kept on 
pretending his loyalty and to preserve his white beard from 
the stain, he marched with an army to face Maharao. They 
faced each other near Mangrol. Another attempt from the agent 
3 
failed and the battle broke out on 1 October 1821 A.D. 
Inspite of great brcveryof the haras and attached swamidharma 
of Kishore Singh lost the battle. He was forced to retreat, 
however Prithi Singh gave a tormenting fight and fell injured 
to which he succumbed later on. 
1. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., p. 1598. 
2. Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, op. cit., p. 569. 
3. Annals & Antiquities, op. cit., p.1601. 
4. Anals and Antiquities, ibid., pp.1602-3, Vir Vinod, 
op. cit. , p. 1424. 
5. Kota Rajya Ka Itihas, op. cit., pp. 573-74, says 
Prithi Singh was recovered injured from a field 
and even after treatment he died. It is said 
that Zali"! Singh got him poisoned. It seems 
improbable because Tod was present there during 
the war. 
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Maharao went to Nathdwara through Baroda. The 
immediate consequences of the battle was that the chief 
advisor of the Mahroa was removed and a realization that he 
can face the regent force but could not face the English might 
2 
and he reconciled to his position. 
The hara chiefs, though vigorously participated in the 
battle but had not foreseen the defeat and had not made any 
provision for such eventuality, besides, they were unaccept-
able anywhere in Rajputana due to fear of incurring English 
government wrath. But on the political agent's insistence 
complete amnesty was granted to the chiefs and they were 
3 
allowed to return to their respective areas. This was, 
perhaps, first step towards the reconciliation. The corres-
pondences bore fruit and doors of re-conciliation opened when 
4 
Maharao prepared to return. A formal deed of agreement was 
executied which was also attested by the regent which not only 
defined the precise position of both the parties but also 
established a barrier between the titular head and executive 
head to end the future problems. 
1. Annals & Antiquities, op. cit., p. 1608. 
2. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., 1608 and Kota Rajya Ka, 
op. cit., p~. 574. 
3. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., p.1607. 
4. Annals & Antiquities, ibid., Kota Rajya ka Itihas, 
o^ T cit. , p. 57 7; Vir Vinod" op"! cit., p.1428 -
Mentions date of deed as 18 December 1821. 
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With enormous efforts the distrust of Maharao was 
dispelled and he returned to Kota with fan fare . He resumed 
2 
the gaddi of Kota. 
As far as arrangements with Maharao was concerned 
besides, the schedule of the personal expenditure over which 
he was supreme, state expenses was to be managed with his 
approval is charities, gifts on festivals, military cremonies, 
3 
Royal insignia was to remain at his castle etc. 
To maintain the arrangement inviolate an officer of 
the paramount power was to reside at Kota. Beshan Singh was 
4 
removed to Anta. 
The political agent remained in Kota and watched the 
effected reconciliation of Maharao and Madho Singh. Madho 
Singh blamed himself for all troubles and Maharao embraced 
him. Zalim Singh retired to his camp his endeavours soon 
1. ibid., Kota Rajya ka Itihas, pp. 578-79, Annals and 
_ Antiquities, p.1609; says that a person 
resembling Kishore Singh declared that he would 
challenge him, however, he was caught and 
killed. 
2. Kota Rajya ka Itihas, ibid., p. 579, Annals and 
Antiquities, ibid., p. 1609. 
3. Kota Rajya ka Itihas, ibid, p. 579; Annals and 
Antiquities, ibid., pp. 1610-11. 
4. Annals and Antiquities, ibid, p.1611. 
5. Annals and Antiquities, ibid, Kota Rajya ka Itihas. 
op. cit. , pp. 579-80. 
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restored the prosperity and normal life. The regent could not 
survive long and passed away in AD 1823 and thus a saga of 
great personality come to an end. The reconciliation worked 
well for sometime however, with the death of Zalim Singh and 
others, the struggle between Maharao and faujdar once again 
errupted, which ended with the birth of Jhalawara state by 
partitioning Kota State. 
The events spanning the long period of Zalim Singh 
role is enough to proclaim him a genius of Rajasthana. He 
brought Kota from a petty state to a recognized Power in the 
Rajputana, completely overshadowing, the once mighty Sisodiyas 
and Kachhwahas. It can be asked why Maharao allowed Zalim 
Singh to wield such authority. The period witnessed extra-
ordinary situation, where the mughal empire's decline had 
created a political void. The emergence of Marathas and 
pindaries who were mainly plundering the territories created 
fresh troubles. To keep his state sage from these plunderers 
a genius like Zalim Singh was needed. He kept co-ordial 
relation with them to save the state. Diplomatically, it was 
no mean achievement. But he did not fail to forese the emer-
gence of the English power and went on to had alliance with 
them. But, it remains to see why the English agreed to 
Annals & Antiquities, ibid., p. 1612, Kota Rajya ka 
Itihas, p. 580. 
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supplementary articles, which recognized the unlimited power 
of fau-jdar. This, is perhaps, the English were very aware of 
the real power and to further their own interest. Since Zalim 
Singh was first in Rajputana to sign the treaty with them, the 
British government recognized his services. On the other 
hand, by making alliance with British government, he ensured 
the prominent position of Kota, to continue. 
Above all, he provided a long period of peace to the 
state, thus creating a conducive environment for economic 
reforms and prosperity. 
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GENEOLOGY OF THE REGENT ZALIM SINGH 
Bhao Singh (left Halwad) 
Madho Singh 
Madan Singh 
Himmat Singh Prithi Singh 
Sheo Singh Zalim Singh 
Mado Singh 
Bapa Lai 
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C H A P T E R - I I 
VILLAGE: ITS CLASSIFICATION AND SIZE 
In the mughal revenue records the village is usually, 
termed as mauza, which was the smallest unit for the land 
revenue administration. However, in common parlance village 
was known as gaon or deh. In the Kota state the revenue 
records invariably, mention the term gaon, while mentioning 
3 
the total villages and its division (viz. - asli and majar), 
whereas the name of individual village is always suffixed with 
the term mauza. 
We know that the villages of Mughal empire comprised 
of arable land abadi (inhabitation), pools, grooves, nallah 
1. Noman. A. Siddiqui, Land Revenue Administration Under 
the Mughals 0.700-1750), New Delhi, Reprint 
1989, p.8. 
2. ibid. 
3. On the basis of village classification major villages 
may be equated as dakhili (new or additional) . 
However, I could not find the literary meaning 
of the term. See its discussion in the text. 
4. Taqsim pargana Anta VS 1836/1779 AD. 
Taqsim tappa Bhaltha pargana Barsana VS 1836/ 
T 7 7 T ~ A D ~ ^ 
Taqsim tappa kanvas pargana Nandgaon VS 1845/ 
1788 AD. 
Taqsim tappa Haveli pargana Barsana VS1845/ 
1788 AD. 
Taqsim tappa Chachurani pargana Barsana VS1854/ 
1797 AD 
Taqsim tappa Aawa pargana Nandgaon VS1854/1797AD 
Taqsim tappa Anta pargana VS1864/1807 AD. 
Taqsim tappa Nandgaon VS1865/1808 AD. 
Taqsim tappa Nandgaon, VS1876/1819 AD 
Taqsim tappa Anta, VS1881/1824 AD. 
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(drainage), forest and wasteland. The villages in Kota state 
also comprised for various types of land. There were two 
categories of land, which is descernible from the table I -
namely the vadi bigha and baqi bigha. The vadi area signifies 
the area which is left out after deducting the cultivable 
area from the total arazi. The vadi also constitutes, the 
2 
desolated area nala'iq, cultivable waste as well as cultiv-
able land but not assessed because of its being under temple, 
3 
or given in charity (dorholi) or given in lieu of services 
(chakri). Therefore, the whole area under this head seems 
unassessable. Both these heads (vadi and baqi bigha) 
constitutes the chak (total) area, what the persian sources 
term as arazi area in the mughal empire. The revenue records 
mention the baqi bigha i.e. assessed area after the deduction 
of vadi area from the chak area. Interestingly, in the 
1. Dastur-ul-amal-i-alamgiri, f.No.41b. See also S.P. 
Gupta, Agrarian System of Eastern Rajasthan, New 
Delhi, 1986, p.115. 
2. Taqsims of various tappas, op.cit., See also S.P. 
Gupta, op. cit., p.41, vadi seems to be identi-
cal with nabud which is generally used under 
the mughaTs Eor the area affected by crop 
failure> cf. Irfan Habib, Agrarian System of 
Mughal India,Bombay,1963, pTS] for further 
discussion see Chapter-n.i. 
3. Various taqsims, op.cit., Arhsatta mauza Dudhari 
pargana Plaitha VS1864/1807 AD. 
Arhsatta mauza Bardalo tappa Arharkhera VS 1864/ 
1807 AD. 
Arhsatta mauza Kalarevo pargana Sagod VS1864/ 
1807 AD. and various arhsattas. 
4. ibid. 
5. ibid. 
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taqsim of pargana Anta, while recording the figures of jagiri 
villages, the term dakhili is used. The dakhili area is also 
divided into nala'iq, dorholi and the baqi bigha is calculated 
2 
only after the deduction of dakhili area from chak bigha. To 
sum-up, in both the cases of asli and dakhili area we have the 
detailed information of its break-up. The asli village has 
also been defined as the older village or one already lying 
within the limits of the pargana, while the term dakhili means 
the village which had either been transferred from adjoining 
pargana or had been newly founded by detaching lands from an 
3 
asli village. 
A number of villages formed a tappa; e.g., tappa 
Bhaltha, tappa Chachurani etc. The tappas were the adminis-
trative as well as fiscal units, as appeared from our internal 
4 
evidence. Many tappa constituted a pargana. The tappas were, 
usually, named after the principal village situated within. 
The number as well as the category of the villages vary from 
tappa to tappa. 
1. Taqsim pargana Anta VS 1836/1779 AD. Generally, the 
meaning of dakhili village is taken as an 
additional of newly village. But in our docu-
ments, we get dakhili area. 
2. Various taqsims op. cit. 
3. S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, op.cit., p.116. 
4. Various Taqsims, cf. S.P. Gupta, ibid.,p.233. 
5. Various Taqsims, ibid. 
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The revenue records of Kota state suggests that two 
types of the villages have generally constituted a tappa - viz 
asli and majar. The meaning of asli village conforms the 
definition forwarded in case of Eastern Rajasthan. But, here 
in place of dakhili, the term majar has been used, which has 
same connotation as applied in the case of Eastern Rajasthan. 
However, the definition for dakhili (majar) villages, 
forwarded by Noman. A Siddiqui is not borne out from our 
records, because it mentions ujar (desolate) and majar 
villages separately. It has also mentioned the total number 
of ujar and majar villages. Similarly, in tappa Bhaltha 
pargana Barsana 1779 AD., the total number of ujar (desolate) 
village was 5 and, though chak bigha has been given but rekh 
(estimated income) have not been given, meaning, thereby, that 
3 
the area was not assessed on accounts of its being desolate. 
But,- the area has not been attached to other villages in 
1. Noman A. siddiqui, op. cit., p.9, refers that in the 
mughal empire, the revenue records classify the 
villages under two types, firstly as asli and 
dakhili and secondly as raiyati and ta'alluqa. 
The asli villages means a village which had .its 
inhabitation intact, while the dakhili villages 
were those where areas had been attached to 
other village on account of its being deserted, 
also cf. J. Malcolm, The Memoirs of Central 
India, vol. II, London^ 1824, p.5. A large 
village was called asli or "the original"; where 
as the smaller ones were dependencies i.e. 
dakhili or "the incorporate". 
2. Taqsim tappa Bhaltha, p. Barsana VS 1836/1779 AD. 
3. ibid. 
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contrast to the suggestion of Noman Ahmad siddiqui. Moreover, 
the taqsim has separately mentioned the number of majar 
village as 1 (one) and has attached it with the khalisa 
2 
villages. 
Therefore, the definition forwarded by S.P. Gupta in 
case of dakhili villages for Eastern Rajasthan seems to be 
3 
plausibly true for the majar villages of the Kota state. 
It can also be inferred that the areas were being 
transferred from tappa to tappa keeping in view the conve-
nience of assessment. 
The following table shows the flexible tendency of a 
tappa. 
TABLE 
Taqsim 
pargana 
Anta 
pargana 
Anta 
tappa 
Bhaltha 
tappa Haveli 
P. Barsana 
year 
(AD) 
1779 
1807 
1779 
1798 
Chakbigha 
41300.0 
47895.55 
55100.0 
21500.0 
Year 
1768 
-
1717 
1717 
Measured 
47365.7 
-
41879.05 
19569.75 
Increase/decrease 
12.8% (decrease) 
23.97o( Increase) 
8.97(Increase) 
1. 
2. 
3. 
Noman Ahmad Siddiqui, op. cit., p.9. 
Taqsim tappa Bhaltha, op. cit. 
S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, op. cit., pp.116-117, 
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Though, the information is incomplete for many tappas and the 
area is not available for a number of years for a particular 
tappa, yet on the basis of a little evidences, there seems to 
be a tendency of increase and decrease in the area of a tappa 
which led us to accept the meaning of ma jar village as that 
of dakhili. The increase in the area in cases of pargana Anta 
in 28 years (1779-1807) and of tappa Bhaltha is strikingly 
13.77 per cent and 23.9 per cent respectively. This can only 
be explained by the fact that some area must have been 
transferred in due course. Similarly, the village Khandar 
kheri was transferred to tappa Nanta from tappa Nandgaon in 
1819 AD. The village Khandarkheri has been shown as majar in 
2 
the document, whereas, the village has been shown in tappa 
Nandgaon in 1808 AD."^  
Besides these classification, the classification of 
villages has also been made under various heads (Table II). 
This was in contrast to the Mughals. Further, categorization 
of the villages was made on the basis of the distinct nature 
of the assignment which was based on occupation, caste as it 
is is suggested by the bohara's village and gujar-bhila's 
1. Taqsims pargana Anta VS 1836/1779 AD and VS 1864/ 
1807 AD. 
Taqsim tappa Bhaltha VS 1836/1779 AD. 
2. Taqsim tappa Nandgaon VS1876/1819 AD. 
3. Taqsim tappa Nandgaon VS 1865/1808 AD. 
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village. Another category of the village was khalisa 
villages which meant for the purpose of sub-assignment in lieu 
2 
of salary known as khalisa tankhwah village and if khalisa 
village was given in muqata (ijara or fixed rent) that was 
3 
classified as khalisa muqata village. 
It is interesting to note that jagiri and ta' alluqa 
villages are found in almost all the tappas and jointly forms 
the comparatively larger component of the total village [See 
Table II]. 
II. Size of Village 
Our evidences provide us indirect data to draw 
inferences regarding the size of a village. The boundaries of 
villages are clearly demarcated in the taqsim documents 
however, our evidence shows that the boundaries did not remain 
constant and change in the area of the village is descernible 
over a number of years. The mention of two sets of chak 
bighas in most of the taqsim documents shows the changing 
pattern of the areas of villages. [See table I]. The figures 
for chak bigha for village Banbhori khurd where the chak bigha 
1. ibid. 
2. Taqsim tappa chachurani pargana Barsana VS 1854/1797AD 
3. ibid., Taqsim pargana Anta VS 1836/1779 
Taqsim tappa Bhaltha pargana Nandgaon VS1836/ 
17/9 AD. 
Taqsim tappa kanvas pargana Nandgaon VS1845/ 
178S AD. 
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was shown as 3000 bighas in 1779 AD, then it enhanced to 3440 
bighas in 1807 AD.-"-
Besides the changing boundaries, the average size of 
the village can be gauged from the documents. In the mughal 
empire, an average village comprised approximately of 1000 
2 
bighas of arable land (not of total area). Recent studies 
have shown the total area of the village in Jaipur region 
which included gross cultivation, cultivable and uncultivable 
waste. Here, the smallest size of a village in pargana Udai 
covering 219 bighas; while the largest area covered by a 
village was 17,696. If we examine the average size of the 
3 
village, it comes to little more than 1000 bighas. 
As regards Kota region, the records mention various 
size of village in the various types of the village assign-
ment and some of the largest and smallest villages based on 
the total area of villages [See Table III]. The table shows 
that the size of smallest village was, approximately, 200 
bighas as in case of villages Patne and Rampuro in tappa 
Bhaltha pargana Barsana in 1779 AD whereas the largest village 
was Vasoharo with 10052 bighas situated in tappa Aawa pargana 
Nandgaon in 1797 AD. The average size of a village as per 
1. Taqsim pargana Anta VS1836/1779 AD. 
Taqsim tappa Anta VS1864/1807 AD. 
2. Noman A. Sidiqui, Land Revenue Administration,op.cit., 
p.8. 
3. S.P.Gupta, Translation and Analysis of Taqsim Papers 
1639-1785 AD. Project submitted to ICHR. New 
Delhi, 1993. 
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table III comes to 2697.06 blghas.-*- [Table III]. However, this 
smallest and largest area may vary if v.-e take more evidence 
into account our evidence, thus, appears to be more richer 
when we compare it with Jaipur region where the size of the 
pargana and village remains constant. The number of the 
villages comprising a pargana do not alter over a number of 
years as in the case of pargana Udai. In similar fashion, the 
area statistics for the parganas remain static and does not 
change every year or over a number of years, despite the fact 
that additional village in the parganas were recorded, along-
with, revenue realization. It indicates that either the 
survey of the land in Jaipur region was not done over a number 
of years or no current survey was done. Keeping in view the 
2 
problems indulging in regular survey. \Vhile looking back to 
our evidence it appears that the survey of land was made on 
regular basis since we mark the changes in the areas of 
villages over a number of years. 
1. For working out the average smallest and largest 
village of the tappa has been taken into 
account. 
2. S.P.Gupta, 'Translation and Analysis of Taqsim Papers 
_ (1639-1785), unpublished Research Project Report 
submitted to the ICHR, New Delhi in 1993. 
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CHAPTER - I I I 
LAND REVENUE 
The Kota territory, criss-crossed by the rivers 
Chambal, Kali Sindh and Parbati, had doubtless the potentia-
lity for agricultural prosperity. In addition to the three 
rivers, streams like the Parwan, and the Ujar (tributaries of 
the Kali Sindh) and the Sukri, Banganga and Kul (tributaries 
of the river Parbati), and the Kuni, add to alluvial deposits. 
The northern part, covered by the alluvial soil of the 
Chambal, is especially fertile. 
The average rainfall at Indargarh (north part) and 
Mandana (western part), is 25 inches, at Baran (central part) 
37 inches and at Shahabad (east) and in the southern part it 
is over 40 inches. Thus the rainfall regime too is fairly 
favourable. 
Kota witnessed a long period of political stability 
during Zalim Singh's regency. Through his machiavellian 
actions, he not only reduced the ruler to a mere puppet, but 
2 
also kept the Marathas and Pindaris in check. 
As seen earlier the taqsim documents are, usually 
drawn up for a tappa (administrative unit) and provide a 
1. Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. XV, 1908, p.412. 
2. See above, chapter II. 
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information about the number of villages, assigments, total 
area (chak bisha), and the measured area (mapasu) on which the 
land revenue was assessed. They also record the vadi bigha 
2 (unassessed area) which includes na-laiq (uncultivable), 
dorholi (a grant for charity and religious purposes), chakri 
(in lieu of services) and bagh (garden) etc. The land under 
dorholi and chakri appears to have been under cultivation, but 
it was left unassessed. 
The arhsatta and jamabandi documents contain, mainly 
revenue statistics viz - revenue obtained as state share 
comprising mal (tax on individual crop), jihat (over and above 
mal) along with the prices and revenue rates. The area 
Taqsim tappa Anta VS 1836/1779. 
Taqsim tappa Bhaltha £. Barsana VS 1836/1779. 
Taqsim tappa Kaswas pargana Nandgaon VS1845/1788 
Taqsim tappa Haveli P. Barsana VS 1845/1788, 
Ba 15. 
Taqsim tappa Chachurani P. Barsana VS 1854/1797. 
Taqsim tappa Aawa P. Nandgaon VS 1854/1797. 
Taqsim pargana Kufor VS 1863/1806. 
Taqsim tappa Anta VS 1864/1807. 
Taqsim tappa Nandgaon VS 1865/1808. 
Taqsim tappa Anta VS 1881/1824. 
na-laiq, opposite of la'iq-i zira'at, 'capable of 
cultivation. 
Arhsatta qasba Dehi Khera VS 1835/1778. 
Arhsatta mauza Sopuro VS 1843/1786. 
Arhsatta qasba Rarod VS 1843/1786. 
Arhsatta qasba Mangrol VS 1855/1798. 
Arhsatta mauza Rajpuro VS 1859/1802. 
Arhsatta mauza Jalro tappa VS 1859/1802. 
Barakoti 
Arhsatta mauza Amarpuro, VS 1859/1S02 P.Board. 
Arhsatta qasba Jajpur VS 1873/1816. 
Arhsatta mauza Chhalina tappa Jajpur VS 
1873/1816 
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covered under different crops and the categories of peasants 
1 
paying land revenue are also mentioned. 
While dealing with such sources v;e face certain 
problems. Firstly, the records, like those of the Jaipur 
2 
state, do not provide complete information of a village at 
one place, though each tappa might be assigned data village-
wise. Secondly these documents are not found in a continuous 
series and it is also difficult to find arhsattas for all the 
localities for the same years. Thirdly, nowhere do the docu-
ments indicate the precise unit of measurement, i.e., whether 
it was bigha-i llahi or bigha-i-daftari or some local 
standard was in practice. Similarly, the measurement of 
weight (whether kuchha or pukka) is also not clearly indi-
cated. However, we have assumed that the bigha was the bigha-i 
daftari which was widely applied in the Jaipur region during 
the mughal times. Further, it appears that both kuchha and 
pukka mans were in vogue, but our figures for all practical 
purposes denote the pukka man, which was the standard Shah-
jahani man. Fourthly, in the arhsatta zabti, though the area 
1. See my paper "Agrarian Information for Kota Region 
During Zalim Singh's period". Presented 
Rajasthan History/Congress XVI Session. Jodhpur-
1993. 
2. For comparison see S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System of 
Eastern Rajasthan (c. 1650 c. 1750") . Delhi 1986, 
pp. 44,3177 
3. The bigha i daf tari was 2/3 of the bigha-i-illahi. 
For bigTia-i-flahi see, Abul Fazl, Ain i Akbari, 
Vol. II tr. H.S Jarrett Delhi. 1978,pp.67-68. 
4. S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, op. cit., p.41. 
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under a particular crop together with the unassessed area as 
well as the rate of revenue demand per bigha and total state 
demand (on the crop) are mentioned but in certain case the 
rates of certain crops are not mentioned which could be worked 
out with the help of total area and amount of revenue. The 
total production however, is not mentioned. 
Under the k^qoirt system the area under cultivation 
along with total production and state share in kind (jinsi) is 
given, which could be converted into cash on the basis of 
prevailing prices. Fortunately, the price in terms of quantity 
2 per rupee is also provided in the documents which enables us 
to work-out the rate of land revenue' demand per bigha in 
rupees. 
I. Method of Assessments 
In the Kota region we find mainly enforcement of 
zakti, koont and lata system. The later two have been 
3 4 
described as the branches of the batai system. But the 
1. Various arhsattas. op. cit. 
2. Arhsatta mauza Chhalina tappa, Jajpur koont of 
kharief harvest, VS 1873/1816. 
3. James Tod Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan ed. W. 
Crooke Vol. Ill, Delhi.' Reprint 1987. p. 1557. 
4. Irfan Habib, Agrarian System of Mughal India. 1963-
p. 197. The batai system is crop sharing and 
identical to the persian term ghalla-bakhshi• 
The Ain-e-.'\kbari informs about three types of 
batai system. Firstly, the crop was divided at 
the thresing flor in the presence of the 
concerned parties as per with the agreement 
(qarar-dad); secondly, the khet-batai > the divi-
sion of the field or the standing crop was made. 
Thirdly the lang batai, where the crop was 
stacked in heaps after the cutting of and then 
divided. 
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Koont does not appear to be the branch of batal system, 
because our records categorically mention the exact area under 
the crops, the koont mound (production) bhog (state share) 
and prevalent price, thereon state share has been commuted 
into cash. It resembles to the Kankut system of the mughals 
2 
as disunited in Ain and by other researches. 
In the lata system, the revenue was realized after the 
seeing the total production, because our documents do not 
mention area but it does mention the total production in mounds 
of different crops and then the state share was fixed. If it 
3 
uses lata naqdi the state share is given in cash. Tod also 
testifies, if the cultivator suspected that his crop was 
over-estimated he had the right to cut and weigh it and this 
was termed as latha (lata). 
1. Arhsatta mauza Chhalina, tappa Jajpur VS 1873/1816. 
2. Irfan Habib, Agrarian System, op. cit., pp.199-200. 
In the mughal Kankut system, after making the 
measurement either by a rope (jarib) or by 
pairing and the crop rate (i.e. yield of the 
each crop per unit of area was estimated. "The 
essential feature was that the revenue demand 
was assessed in kind not in cash. The state 
share was commuted into the cash after applying 
schedule of prices for the various crops". 
3. Arhsatta mauza Rajpuro tappa Varakoti VS 1859/1802. 
4. James Tod, Annals, op. cit., p.1558. 
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In our region the zabti system of assessment was 
dominant as it is evident from the table III. It seems also 
plausible because, firstly the Kota state was created by a 
mughal firman and the ruler remained in the service of the 
mughals for a long time, so it was natural for them to follow 
the mughal system. Secondly, the zabt system was beneficial 
for the state which enabled the state for maximum appropria-
tion of surplus. In this system, the cultivated land under 
the crops have been given and the land revenue had been fixed 
in cash. Hence, the land revenue was fixed according to the 
state did not share the risk factors. Whereas, in the batai 
system state also shared the risk factors and once the revenue 
was realized it was the responsibility of state for carriage 
and storage of the grains which involved huge expenditure on 
part of the state. 
Sometimes, the area under cultivation was estimated 
2 
(takhmina) and, thereon, the rekh was fixed. 
It is like jarib or amal-i jarib of Mughals where the 
measurement an3 assessment was based upon it. 
The zabt under mughals was assessment based on 
the measurement which enabled the assessor to 
work-out the crop rate which was commuted into 
cash according to a rai (cash rate) prepared 
after taking average of prices of ten years. 
Taqsim tappa Kanvas pargana Nandgaon VS 1845/1788, 
folio 12-19; Piatts, A Dictionary of Urdu 
Classica; Jindi and English,New Delhi,1977,p.314 
defines takhminT as surmise, guess conjecture, 
appraisment, valuation,estimate. 
One may compare it with the hast-o-bud system 
where the land was inspected on the whole 
(including good and bad) and the total produce 
was estimated. 
See Irfan Habib, Agrarian System of Mughal India 
1963 for meaning of hast-o-bud." 
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In the zabt system the rate of revenue per bigha in 
cash has been given as well as the total amount is also given. 
Thus, it was an improvement upon the Koont (system where the 
revenue was realized in kind. It has also saved the state 
from regularly or yearly assessment. 
Tod informs us that Zalim Singh, as a regent found the 
disadvantages in batai system, where the intermediaries, 
particularly, the Patels were playing dominant role and who 
were cheating the peasants and the system allowed the 
revenue collectors' opportunity to oppress the peasants. 
Thus 5 in both ways it was detrimental to the state and 
enriching the patels only, the regent fixed the money rent 
after measurement and declared that batai system come to an 
end. But it seems that the batai system did not come to an 
end altogether as it is evident from some of arhsattas of 
Knnot and batai system for different villages, belonging to 
2 
later period of Zalim Singh. 
Thus it is obvious that zabt system was dominating 
for making assessment of land revenue but the batai system 
also remained in vogue. 
1. Tod, Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, op. cit., 
Vol. ill, Reprint Delhi, p.13^1. 
2. Arhsatta mauza Chhalina, tappa Jajpur VS 1873/1816 AD 
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II. Classification of Land and Area Under Cultivation 
The detailed classification of land like chak bigha, 
mapa bigha and the vadi bigha can be used to calculate the 
proportion of cultivated and uncultivated land. Table-I shows 
the cultivable as V7ell as the cultivated area. Thus, on the 
basis of these documents, it may be concluded that in a 
village the total area (mughal-kul-arazi) comprised the 
cultivable area, which included actual cultivated and culti-
vable waste as well as the area under habitation. 
On an average, it appears that around 20 per cent of 
the total area was unassessed, the unassessed area usually 
varied widely from tappa to tappa. For example, the unassessed 
area in tappa Bhaltha pargana Barsana, 1779 AD was 4.48 per 
cent, whereas it was 40.6 per cent in tappa Anta in the same 
2 
year. At the village level, it varied from 0.22 per cent 
3 
to 55.0 per cent. The remaining area (baqi bigha) , for all 
practical purposes was treated as the cultivated area, meant 
for the assessment. The overall assessment figures (rekh) 
based on prices and productivity are also stated. 
1. Shireen Moosvi, The Economy of the Mughal E!r.pire,C. 
1595, Delhi,1987, pp. 39-72, for discussion on 
mughal - kur-arazi and extent of cultivation in 
Mughal Empire. 
2. Taqsim tappa Bhaltha £. Barsana VS 1836/1779, op.cit., 
Taqsim tappa Anta VS 1836/1779. 
3. Mauza Ramchandpuro ans mauza Panchpar: taqsin tappa 
Nandgaon VS 1876/1819, op. cit. 
4. Various taqsims, op. cit. 
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While comparing the total area, which was meant for 
land revenue assessment in Jaipur and Kota region, it seems 
that the area under cultivation ranged from 50 to 65 per cent 
in Jaipur and 20 to 80 per cent in Kota. There are a few 
exceptions where it ranged upto 95.5 per cent in Kota and even 
beyond that [see tacla I]. 
But the tendency in Kota was for the cultivation to 
expand in contrast to Jaipur in the 2nd half of the 18th 
century. 
AREA IN BIGHAS 
taq. tappa 
Anta 
taq. tappa 
Nandguon 
No. of 
Villages 
11 
54 
1779 
28306.5 
1808 
74125.67 
1819 
75208.95 
1824 
29235.25 
1 . 
2 . 
S.P. Gupta, Agrar ian System, o p . c i t . , p . 4 2 . 
Various taqsims op . c i t . , [See t a b l e ] . The f i g u r e s are 
c lose to the Dilbagh S ingh ' s c a l c u l a t i o n for 
J a ipu r r e g i o n . See The S t a t e , Landlords , and 
P e a s a n t s , D e l h i . 
Dilbagh Singh, i b i d . , pp . 61-66. 
According to Dilbagh Singh, the area under 
c u l t i v a t i o n was p r o g r e s s i v e l y d e c l i n i n g in the 
J a ipu r reg ion dur ing the 2nd hal f of 18th 
cen tu ry . He c i t e s the migra t ion of peasan t s to 
Haraot i and Malwa and the Maratha p lunder as 
reasons for the d e c l i n e . 
The Kota s tate , too, faced such problems (especially 
Maratha and Pindari raids) but i t was the internal 
strength infused by Zalim Singh which enabled the state 
to ^(Tith-stand the pressure. 
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The above table, by and large reveals an increase in 
the cultivated area. Further evidence from different parganas 
may also confirm this trend. However, the progress in Kota 
seems to have been rather marginal. 
It appears that the state was keen to fix the schedule 
of crop rates on the basis of the classification of the land 
(soil). It was divided into many categories. Our records 
exhibit various categories of soil along with its total area 
under cultivation, rate and total demand per bigha. In pargana 
Mangrol (1823 AD) it was categorised as: 
Category-'-
Khero 
Sarmal 
utarta mal 
mal Jharo 
rate/bigha (in Rupee) 
4.25 
1.50 
1.30 
0.75 
But this categorization is not uniform as evident from 
the records which use other categories too as in the following 
table: 
1. Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. XV, p. 417, defines 
sar-i mal, as a rich black soil containing much 
sand and decomposed vegetable matter, utartamal 
as a loam of lighter colour, but aliTiost equally 
fertile, and bari as a poor, gravely and sandy 
soil of radish colour often mixed with Kankar. 
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Category 
goir 
sarmal 
gararj 
chapar 
tnatra 
Kakra 
pila 
Jhara mal 
Khojra dharti 
mal pachati 
rate/bigha'^  (in 
(mu. Ihani) 
4.00 
1.75 
1.70 
1.60 
1.55 
1.30 
1.25 
1.12 
-
-
Rupee) rate/bigha 
(in Rupee) 
(mu. Ladhro) 
4.00 
1.75 
-
-
-
-
-
-
0.90 
0.56 
On the basis of the variation in rates of taxation 
based on the classification of land revealed from the above 
table, it can be concluded that the categorization of land was 
not confined merely to the four categories of land unlike the 
standard Mughal practice and that of the Jaipur State, while 
1. 
2. 
3. 
Arhsatta mauza Ihani pargana Barod VS 1880/1723. 
Arhsatta mauza Ladhro tappa Harigarh VS 1866/1809. 
The Imperial Gazetteer, XV, op. cit., classifies the 
land Tn 3 categories. It seems that in later 
time the lands were grouped into 3 categories 
keeping in view the various rates (adjustable). 
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studying the rates no uniform tendency in the rate of taxation 
is marked. For example, the rate on sar mal and maljharo in 
pargana Mangrol (1823 AD) was 1^. 1.50 and fe. 0.75 respec-
tively while it was R5.1.75 and Rs.1.12 respectively in mu 
2 
Ilhani pargana Barod in 1823 AD. 
III. Crop-pattern and Rates 
The major crops under kharif harvest recorded in the 
arhsattas are van (cotton), maka (maize), kasubho (Safflower?) 
juwar (millet) nil (indigo), til (oil seeds), tamakhu 
(tobacco) sabzi (vegetables) and bajra. It is interesting to 
note that the proportion of Kharif crops assessed under zabti 
in comparison to koont is far larger. -^Jhich proves that in 
this region the practice of measurement was widely applied. 
Significantly, there are some crops assessed under both the 
system which means that the prevalent method of assessment 
took the option of the peasant into account. The rabi harvest 
comprised mainly crops like barley, alsi, wheat gram and 
kasubho which were assessed under zabti systems. The barley 
and alsi were also assessed under koont and lata system and 
here, too, the tax-shares of produce are set at the same 
proportions. 
1. Arhsatta pargana Mangrol VS 1880/1823 AD. 
2. Arhsatta mauza Ilahi paragana Barod VS 1880/1823 AD. 
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I have attempted in table II to work-out the crop 
pattern in the two harvests, kharif and rabi. In the Kharif 
harvest, the staple crops were mainly juwa r and makka, 
whereas in the rabi harvest a significant position was 
occupied by wheat followed by gram which covered an area of 
58.95 per cent and 38.98 per cent respectively in village 
Amarpura. Sometimes, barley covered an area upto 98 per 
cent [See Table II]. 
As mentioned earlier, continuous series of the 
documents for a number of years are not available. An attempt 
is made in table III to provide whatever information on crop 
rates for different paraganas, tappas and qasbas are avail-
able in the documents. An examination of the table, though 
tentatively, reveals that the rates do not follow a uniform 
pattern. The cash crops like cotton, tobacco indigo, sugar-
cane followed by the high graded grains, makka, vegetables, 
gram carried higher rates and thus fetched high revenue for 
the state. Bajra juwar and mung were low-graded food crops, 
though these crops were widely cultivated. It is interesting 
to compare the rates of cotton in Kota region with that of 
Jaipur. In Kota it ranged between fe. 0.65 and 1.25 (see table 
III) while in Jaipur is varied from 1^ .0.82 to 1.48 in the 
2 
years 1664 AD and 1738 AD respectively. So one can deduce 
1. Arhsatta mauza Amarpura £. Barod VS 1859/1802 AD. 
2. S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, op. cit., pp.55-59. 
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that in Kota region the peasantry was less heavily taxed as 
far as the zabti rates are concerned. This is further 
confirmed, by the land revenue demand made under the Koont 
system. 
Though more heavily taxed, the market crops were 
widely cultivated. Owing to their high value, crops such as 
cotton, sugarcane, tobacco, san (hemp) indgio together 
formed more than 80 per cent of the total value of the crops 
in some qasbas (see table IV). In foodgrains, juwar occupied 
significant place. 
It may be of some interest to work-out the land 
revenue demand, from the arhsattas. 
LAND REVENUE DEMAND PER BIGHA 
(in rupee) 
Arhsatta 
mu Chhalina 
Kharif 
mu Chhalina, 
rabi 
Crop 
Juwar 
bajra 
jov 
alsi 
Area 
(in bigha) 
0.10.0 
5.10.0 
32.5.0 
0.2.0 
Koont 
mds 
1.0.0 
11.30.0 
242.0.0 
0.15.0 
Bhog 
mds 
0.10.0 
2.37.20 
67.22.30 
0.3.3 
Rate/ 
bighas 
in cash 
0.56 
0.63 
2.10 
0.06 
The above table directly informs us that the state 
share was exactly l/4th in kind. On the other hand, the 
1. Arhsatta mu Chhalina, tappa, Jajpur VS, 1873/1816 
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zabti rates remarkably show wide fluctuations as examined 
earlier. 
The overall picture which emerges, though based on a 
sample study, that in Kota region taxation seldom reached 50 
per cent even if we add to the land revenue other taxes. 
(Jihat etc. directly or indirectly levied on the peasant. It 
appears to be a deviation from the Mughal land revenue demand 
which was much heavier than this. This could be one reason 
for the prosperity of Kota State under Zalim Singh. 
IV. The Rural Administration 
So far as the local administrative set-up is concerned 
it appears to be largely an Instrument of the state for 
extracting the surplus. Our records, though, do not mention 
clearly the exact functions of the local officials, but the 
context in which they had been referred, enables us to draw 
inferences. This is, perhaps because we do not have large 
number of Kagal (Chittls i.e. correspondences) like Jaipur 
region, even, in the available letters or correspondences, we 
find order for exemption of taxes etc. and directed the 
concerned officials for not quarrelling with the exempted 
Taqsim tappa Haveli pargana Barsana VS^  1845/1788 AD. 
Taqsim tappa Chachuram pargana Bansana VS 1854/ 
1797 AD. 
Taqsim tappa kanvas pargana Nandgaon VS^  1845/ 
1788 AD. 
Taqsim pargana Barod VS 1865/1808 AD and various 
taqsims. 
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persons for the tax collection, but it does not give us the 
designation as well as the functions of the officials. 
However, several taqsim documents mentions the desig-
nation of pargana official as pargana ka pradhan (head of the 
pargana). For instance the pargana pradhan of tappa Haveli 
pargana Barsana in 1788 AD and in tappa chachurani pargana 
2 
Barsana 1797 AD was Pancholi Nihalehand, while Chaudhari 
Gordhandas was pargana pradhan of tappa kanvas pargana Barsana 
in 1788 AD.^ 
The functions of head of the pargana appears to 
correspond to that of amil of Jaipur region where they were 
not only cultivating the land but were also ensuring the 
4 
collection of land revenue. He was also supervising the sub-
ordinate functionaries. 
1. Kagal dated bodi 9 Jeth VS 1840/1783 AD, despatched 
from Nandgaon. 
2. Taqsim tappa Haveli pargana Barsana VS 1845/1788 AD 
Taqsim tappa Chachurani pargana Barsana VS^  1854/ 
1797 AD. 
3. Taqsim tappa kanvas pargana Barsana VS 1845/1788 AD 
4. S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, op. cit., pp.166-172. 
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The other important functionaries were chaudhari and 
2 
Kanungo (Qanungo). They were supposed to help the pargana 
official and it seems that they were entrusted to prepare 
taqsims and other revenue records and had to help in revenue 
collection. The qarungo was supposed to collect the land 
revenue and maintain records. Chaudhari and Ka'nungo were 
entitled to dastur (customary perquisites). In village Surlo 
pargana Barod, the dastur of Chaudhari, Ka'nungo, patel and 
patwari is recorded as ?s.7.Bl out of which the portion of goir 
was fe 5.47. Here the Chaudhari and Ka' nungo had &.4.19 and 
3 
patwari had fe.1.94 as their share respectively. 
1. H.H.Wilson, A Glossary of Judicial and Revenue Terms, 
Delhi, 1968, p. 1057 
refers Chaudhari - A holder of landed property 
classed with tKe zamindars and ta'alluqadars. 
They are also referred as village headman. 
2. H.H. VJilson, ibid., p. 260; refers Ka' nungo res-
ponsible for the realization of the revenue and 
keeping register of the value, tenure, extent 
and transfer of land, assisting in the measure-
ment and survey of land. They were paid several 
perquisities and allowances. 
3. Jama mauza Surlo pargana Barod VS 1845/1788. It show 
that these officials were lightly assessed in 
comparison to the ordinary peasants. 
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The records frequently mention patel and patwari at 
village level officials. Patel used to be the village head-
man. These officials also appear to be chief agent of 
collection as well as an instrument in fixation of land 
revenue. Patels were, normally, cultivators and they had been 
given many villages in t'alluqa, which indicate that the 
main responsibility of land revenue collection was of 
patils. Its further, enhanced the position of patel at 
village and ta'aliqa level. For example in pargana Barod 
the following villages in the ta'alluqa of the following 
patels. 
Villages 
Toran 
Mugno 
Jalodo 
Murli 
Patels 
Sambhu 
Lachha 
Narsanglodo 
Toru 
Sometimes, patels appear to be some sort of petty zamindars. 
These local officials were the privileged section of the 
society and that is why, they were assessed at low rate in 
comparison to the ordinary peasants. In pargana plaitha 
1. Taqsim pargana Barod VS 1865/1808 AD 
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where the peasants were paying at the rate I^. 1.8 per bigha, 
the village functionaries patel, patwari balai and sasri were 
paying at the rate of &. 0.094 per bigha. 
The functions of balai and sasri is not clear from our 
documents but, perhaps, balai was employed to measure the 
2 
land as evident from our internal evidence. Out of these 
four functionaries patels appears to be dominant as it is 
obvious from the following table. So, out of the total 
„ 3 Head 
Village Ihani 
Village Bara 
Village Saihalo 
Village Barhalo 
Total 
amount 
271.5 
397.09 
12.40 
154.0 
Patel 
180.96 
264.69 
8.25 
102.6 
Patwari 
45.31 
66.06 
2.05 
25.62 
Sasri and 
balai 
45.31 
66.06 
2.05 
25.62 
amount patel was paying large amount in comparison to other 
three officials. 
2, 
3, 
Arhsatta mauza Dughari pargana Palaitha VS 1864/ 
1807 AD. ^ - ^ — 
H.H. Wilson, A Glossary... Terms, op. cit., p.51 
Jamabandi Bara pargana Mangrol VS 1880/1823 AD, 
Arhsatta mauza saihalo tappa kanvas VS 1864p 
TMT: —^^ ^ — 
Arhsatta mauza Barhadalo tappa Arhrkhera VS1864/ 
TMT. —^^• 
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These functionaries remained saddled in the village 
society since ancient times and mainly they were instru:^ent of 
extraction of the surplus. The active help of these 
functionaries was requires for not only assessment but for 
revenue collection of the state. With the passage of time, 
we find change in terminology which referred them, sonetimes 
they were known as khuts and muqaddams but the functions of 
these village functionaries more or less remained the same. 
1. See also Irfan Habib, "Peasants in Indian History", 
Presidential address Kurukshetra IHC session 
1982, pp. 1-53. 
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C H A P T E R - IV 
RURAL TAXATION 
In Kota state, like Jaipur region and mughals, there 
were large number of agricultural and non-agricultural taxes 
levied directly or indirectly on the various categories of 
persons. The arhsatta documents give us detailed information 
regarding the cesses imposed on the peasants or groups of 
people alongwith the detailed break up of it. 
Although taxation on individual crop (mal-o-jihat) has 
been discussed in chapter III, the proportion with sair-jihat 
has been worked and in table - I. It is obvious from the 
table that usually, the taxes or cesses due on patel patwari, 
sasri and balai have been included under- the head of sa'ir 
[Table I and II]. 
While calculating the proportion of the mal-o-jihat 
and sa'ir jihat, it is marked that mal-o-jihat dominated the 
maximum magnitude of taxes. On an average, it constituted 
94.89 per cent of the total where as the sa'ir jihat contri-
buted approximately 5 per cent of the total taxes [see Table-l] 
1. H.H.Wilson, A Glossary of Judicial and Revenue Terms, 
_ op. cit., p. 554; defines sa'ir as to denote the 
remaining or all other sources of revenue 
accruing to the government in addition to the 
land tax, from a variety of imposts as customs, 
market taxes etc. 
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which did differ from Jaipur region where the magnitude of 
demand under sa'ir was on higher side. 
Sair-jihat 
The details of sa'ir jihat have been worked-out in 
table II. The break-up of certain major cesses has been given 
2 in the documents. For example, the taxes kholari, salina 
and jamdari further carried its sub-division. Kholari 
1. S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System of Eastern Rajasthan 
(C.1650 - C.1750) , op"! cit. , p.150, informs 
that the "income derived from the sa'ir jihat 
ranged, from 2 per cent to 25 per cent in 
pargana Amber, 4% to 251 in Bahatri, 0 to 227c, in 
Lai sot, 1.57o to 67o in Malarna, 17o to 37o in 
Chatsu and 27. to 127. in Dausa, of total fiscal 
revenue....The percentage did not normally 
exceed 10%". 
Dilbagh Singh, The State, Landlords and Peasants 
op. cit., p.112^ informs us about the 2nd half 
of 18th century, that "the percentage of the 
total realisation under sa'irjihat in relation 
to mal-o-jihat varied widely, even within same 
pargana, the extreme being in pargana Dausa, 
where it varied from 5.05 to 35.247.. The number 
of taxes under sa'ir jihat varied from pargana 
to pargana and even between villages within the 
same pargana, the maximum number being in Sawai 
Jaipur and minimum in Lalsot (6)." 
2. Wilson, A Glossary ....Terms, op. cit., p.456, 
describes salina iTs an annual allowance or 
stipend. 
Under this head balai and sasri have been 
mentioned. 
3. ibid., p. 230, describes jamadar as the chief or 
leader of any number of persons. 
4. Arhsatta mauza Higono tappa kanvas VS 1864/1807 
cf. Arhsatta mauza Dudhari pargana Plaitha VS 
1864/1807. 
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appeared to be a tax on different professional classes and it 
has been divided into chamar su, khati su (hunter), luhar su 
2 (iron-smith), teli su (oil manufacturer). Similarly, the 
3 
salina was divided between balai and sasri and jamdari had 
4 
different sub-divisions like chamar and gijar. Similarly, it 
had more than 2 heads in other areas. The jamadari and 
kholari had been imposed on professional groups or in other 
words it was profession tax or may be a tax on guilds. 
Interestingly, the arhsatta village Salapur, tappa 
Vasthuni also included barar (non-agricultural cess) under 
the head of sair but while giving the details the sair has 
1. Wilson, op. cit., p.99, chamar was a man of a low 
caste, whose business is working in hides and 
leather, currier, a tanner, a harness-maker etc. 
also cf. Imperial Gazetteer of India, vol. XV, 
Oxford, 1908, p^ 416, The chamars num"bered about 
54,000 or nearly 10 per cent of the population 
(1901) and are by hereditary calling tanners and 
workers in leather, but the majority live by 
general or by agricultural labour. 
2. Arhsatta mauza Higono, op. cit.. The amounts received 
from chamar, khati, luhar and leti were Rs 1.75, 
0.25, 0.25 and 0.25 respectively. 
3. Arhsatta mauza Dudhari, op. cit.. The balai and sasri 
were paying fe 1.5 and 0.25 respectively. 
also cf. Arhsatta mauza Daragpur pargana Gagraun 
VS 1865/ISM: 
4. Arhstta mauza Dudhari, ibid., chamar and giyar were 
paying & 1.25 and fe 1.50 respectively. 
5. Various Arhsattas, op. cit. 
6^. Arhsatta mauza Balapur, tappa Vasthuni VS1866/1809 AD. 
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been shown as mal-hasil and barar and the total amount of 
^ 34.00 was divided into Rs 20.18 and 13.75 respectively. "'• The 
2 
mal-hasil was constituted by sugan, khangi, salinam kholari, 
dorholi bighe, chamar parat, mapa and muqata whereas the barar 
3 
was constituted by jamdari and dorholi. 
We have another evidence which indicates comprehen-
sive taxation of the professional groups. It has divided the 
sair-o-jihat mainly into two parts namely asal and bahati 
which constitutes 84.4 and 14.13 per cent of the total sa'ir. 
The first part is mainly comprised of the bab ka (cess) and 
97.4 per cent of asal among which the peshkash (62.2%) 
occupies the dominant place. The peshkash is being paid 
either by the professional groups, or by their guilds. [See 
Table III]. The maha jan stood at the top of the peshkashi 
list. It is interesting to note that the amount is given in 
the descending order which, perhaps signifies hierarchical 
order of the rural society. 
1. ibid. 
2. Piatt, A Dictionary of Urdu, Classical Hindu...and 
English, op. cit., p.667. 
Sugana means to appropriate, to fix on. 
3. Arhsatta mauza Balapur, op. cit. 
4. arhsatta qasba Jajpur VS 1873/1816 AD. 
5. This peshkash should not be confused with the peshkash 
offered to the Mughal emperor by the rajas at 
the time of grant of jagir etc. 
6. Since, the terms signify profession not an individual 
thus, the inferrence can be drawn that the tax 
was levied on the group. 
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The second part is also related to sa' ir i.e. bahati 
which again shows the peshkash (79 per cent) occupying the 
significant place. The basis on which these cesses were 
levied has not been mentioned. However, significantly the mala 
ka (second highest payee in the babka peshkash list) appeared 
at the bottom of the bahti list, showing the amount as zero. 
[See Table III], It is not clear why its amount was mentioned 
at the bottom. Perhaps, the group might have paid the cess in 
advance or alongwith previous payment, thus, in the current 
year the group figures at the end of the list. 
So far as the taxes imposed on patel, patwari, sasri 
and balai is concerned, they were paying at very low rate and 
this was, perhaps, for the fact that they were village 
officials and were enjoying several perquisites and privi-
2 
leges. However, among these officials the patel seems to had 
maintained dominant position because he was paying at higher 
rates than the three other officials. In table IV, an 
attempt has been made to calculate the amount of these 
officials who were paying separately as well as jointly. The 
patel, patwari sasri and balai paid at almost uniform rate 
i.e. fe 0.0625, 1^  0.0156 and 0.0156 (sasri & balai) per bigha 
respectively. But the consolidated rate was fe 0.0937 [See 
Table IV]. 
1. Cf. my paper, "Agrarian Information for Kota Region 
During Zalim Singh's tenure presented at RHC 
Jodhpur session, 1993. 
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The taxation appears to be much less on these section. 
The ordinary peasants were paying approximately 20 times more 
than the patel, patwari sasni and balai as it is evident from 
arhsatta village Dudhari pargana Plaitha where the peasants 
paid at the rate of fe 1.80 per bigha whereas the officials 
were paying ^ 0.0937 per bigha. Similarly, the patel was 
paying 44 dams per bigha in contrast the ordinary peasants who 
paid 1 taka per bigha (for the conversion of takas into rupee, 
the rate is given as 17 takas per rupee) in village Rajpuri 
2 tappa varakot. 
Thus it is evident that a large number of agricultural 
and non-agricultural imposts were levied under the category of 
sa'ir jihat. While comparing the total amount received under 
this head in Kota region it signifies that the total burden of 
cesses was comparatively lighter than that of Jaipur region. 
But one peculiar thing could be noted that a large number of 
professional groups were covered under this head. Thus it 
will not be out of context, if we suggest that the guild 
system was quite strong in Kota region, which paved way for 
internal trade. However, in the professional classes chamars 
Arhsatta mauza Dudhari £. plaitha VS 1864/1887., Madhu 
Tandon, "Differentiations of the Peasantry - A 
case study of some villages in Rajasthan during 
18th century, PIHC Hyderabad session, 1978. She 
has based her study on number of hal (unit), 
and bail (bullocks) an individual peasant 
possessed. 
Arhsatta mauza Rajpuro tappa Varakoti VS1859/1802. 
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were the one of the major class as also appeared when we take 
into account the proportion in total population (see Intro-
duction). Of course, a number of them were engaged in 
agricultural activities. 
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TABLE - I 
PERCENTAGE OF TAXES PAID BY EACH HEAD 
arhsatta 
mauza Dudhari 
£. Plaitha 
mauza Bardalo 
tappa Arhrkhere 
mauza Kalarevo 
£. Sagod 
mauza Sarhalo 
tappa kanvas 
mauza Daragpur 
pargana Gagraun 
mauza Balapuro 
tappa Vasthuni 
Year AD 
1807 
1807 
1807 
1807 
1808 
1809 
mal-o-
jihat 
95.5 
94.04 
93.74 
94.50 
93.96 
97.49 
sair-o-
Jihat 
1.81 
5.67 
6.25 
5.50 
2.31 
2.50 
patel 
patwari 
sasni & 
balai 
2.65 
-
-
3.43 
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TABLE - III 
LIST OF PESH KASH 
Category of cess payees 
maha ian 
Garland Weaver (malaka) 
bola ka 
Distiller (kalal) 
kira 
Oil manufacturer (teli) 
Hunter (khatik) 
gu.ira ka 
Goldsmith (sunhar) 
Potter (kumar) 
khata 
Grain merchant (banjara) 
Carpenter (lakhera) 
bankara balar 
Printer (chhipa) 
gaon ghara luhar 
Dyer (rangrez) 
khasai 
Black Smith (turkhi luhar) 
mala ka 
Part I 
Under 
babka 
107.75 
91.00 
48.00 
33.00 
20.00 
19.00 
18.00 
16.50 
14.00 
14.00 
10.25 
10.00 
10.00 
9.00 
8.00 
4.00 
4.00 
3.50 
1.25 
' 
Part II 
Under 
bahti 
19.25 
-
15.00 
10.31 
6.25 
5.94 
5.62 
5.15 
4.12 
4.37 
3.20 
3.12 
3.12 
2.81 
2.34 
1.00 
1.00 
1.8 
0.0 
0.0 
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C H A P T E R - V 
REVENUE ASSIGNMENT 
With the decline of Mughal paramountcy, Kota state 
also had become independent, but long association with the 
Mughals left its imprint on the administrative system of Kota 
state which was more pronounced in the revenue assignment 
system. ^ 
The extent of power Zalim Singh was exercising in the 
administrative affairs is more obvious from the revenue records 
which always mentions the name of Zalim Singh just next to the 
ruler in the political hierarchy. 
Assignment system was one of the most important insti-
tution of administrative structure of Kota state which was 
more or less based on mughal system with minor modifications. 
In our area the assignment had been given to different 
sections of people such as boharas, ta'alluqadars, jagirdars 
gujar-bhilas [see table - I]. 
Similarly, assignments were also given in udak (for 
charitable purposes). However, a large chunk of area was kept 
2 
in Khalisa (the area under direct control of king) in certain 
1. Taqsim pargana Anta VS 1836/1779, Taqsim tappa Bhaltha 
pargana Barsana VS1836/1779. 
Taqsim tappa Kanvas pargana Nandgaon VS1845/1788 
Taqsim tappa Anta VS1864/1807. 
2. Various taqsims, op. cit. 
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tappas, while some tappas show the domination of assigned land 
in lieu of jagirs. In table I, an attempt is made to work-
out the percentage assignments to various groups as well as 
the area preserved under Khalisa. On the whole, the j agir 
and ta'alluqadari assignments exceeds others and jagirs 
assignments have been given in almost every tappa. 
Table I also differentiate the khalisa villages into 
two categories i.e. khalisa muqata and khalisa tankhhwa 
villages and the Khalsa muqata appears to be dominant as it 
was covering larger areas in pargana Anta tappa Bhaltha and 
2 
tappa Aawa. The muqatas were those who were cultivating land 
in place of actual owner or cultivator and in lieu of that, 
pay rent to the land owner. It appears that king had given 
the areas, under his ownership to other persons for culti-
vation. Similarly, the Khalisa tankhwah villages were marked 
for the payment of salary in lieu of services. Perhaps, these 
tankhwah assignments were given to the personal or royal 
house-hold servants. It is also evident from the taqsim tappa 
chachruni, pargana Barsana, 1797 A.D. where 5 villages were 
1. Taqsim pargana Anta VS 1836/1779; 
Taqsim tappa Chachurani pargana Barsana 
VS 1854/1/97, and other taqsims, op.cit. 
2. ibid. 
3. ibid. 
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marked for the khallsa tankhwah jagir, out of which, 2 village 
were in the ta' alluqa of Captain Dalel Khan and rest of the 
five (including 2 maja r villages) were given as khalisa 
tankhwah assignment to Sah Phabhu Ram with a rekh (estimated 
income) of h 1,151.0. Similarly, in the tappa Bhaltha pargana 
Nandgaon 1779 AD, where 10 villages were marked for the 
khalisa category but then it had mentioned different names of 
assignee. (See table - I). 
It is obvious that even the khalisa villages were 
assigned to different persons and this was perhaps, entirely 
on the discretion of the king. We find changes in assignees 
from certain villages in the subsequent years. While record-
ing the assignment of pargana Anta (1779AD), it is clearly 
mentioned that the village marked as khalisa muqata was put 
under Fateh Singh Bhilwara from 1779 A.D. Prior to 1779 A.D, 
the area of assignment belonged to somebody else. Thus, the 
assignments were not permanent and subjected to transfer and 
it depends entirely on the desire of the king. This was, 
perhaps, to maintain efficient administration especially in 
the khalisa territory. 
One of the most important assignments, which appears 
2 
to be the backbone of the state, were the -jagirdari system, 
1. Taqsim pargana Anta VS 1836/1779 AD. 
2. Various taqsims, op. cit. 
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The Table-II indicates their presence in almost every area. 
They were mainly supposed to provide military services to the 
state, thus they were required to maintain specific size of 
the contingent. The jagirdars had to maintain not only the 
personal horses but had also to employ tabindar (contingent) 
as well as required number of horses. The Jagirdars were 
assigned adequate jagirs for the maintenance of the contingent. 
The rate of payment per horse to the jagirdars varied accord-
ing to the breeds of the horses. However, in our region, the 
rate varied from fe 200/- to fe 300/- [See table -III . Thus, 
the fixation of rekh (estimated income) of the jagirdar also 
influenced by the type of horses he was maintaining. As for 
instance, in pargana Anta Pathan Namdar Khan and Parat Ganga-
dhar had been paid fe 300/- and fe 250/- per tabindar horse 
2 
respectively. Similarly, in tappa Kanvas, Gulab Singh Rajput 
1. Taqsim pargana Anta VS1836/1779 AD 
Taqsim tappa Bhattha pargana Barsana VS 1845/ 
1788 AD 
Taqsim tappa Haveli pargana Barsana 
Taqsim tappa Kanvas pargana Nandgaon. VS 1845/ 
1788. 
2. Taqsim pargana Anta VS1836/1779 AD. 
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and Bhuwani Singh were paid at the rate of P^ .300/- and fe.ZUU/-
respectively. Since, many Jagirdar had to maintain large 
contingent, they had to be assigned larger Jagirs. If at one 
time it could not be adjusted in a pargana, it had to be 
adjusted in some other pargana. For example, Pathan Namdar 
Khan had been assigned 8 villages with a rekh of fe 40100.00, 
but he was assigned only a village in pargana Anta having a 
rekh of fe 3300.00 and rest 7 villages had been given in other 
2 
pargana. Similarly Gangadharji had been given only a village 
3 
of 7 villages he had been assigned. It appears that many 
1. Taqsim tappa kanvas pargana Nangaon VS1845/1788. 
This rate was much low as compared to Jaipur 
region, where an averaging of the rate of 
payment in 1675 at Amber indicate ^ 552/- as 
annual allowance. 
^See SumbulHKhan, "The Army of the Rulers of 
Amber-sources of Recruitment and Mode of Remu-
neration" (1676-1750), presented at Indian 
-History Congress, Dharwar Session 1988. 
Also see S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, op. cit., 
pp. 214, 221. The average payment per horse in 
Jaipur region in 1709 AD was 510/- per annum 
though it ranged between fe 400/-, to i^. 650/- net 
annually. 
2. Taqsim pargana Anta VS 1836/1779 AD. 
3. ibid., See also taqsim tanpa kanvas pargana Nandgaon 
VS 1845/1788 tor similar instances. 
Ill 
jagiri villages were shared by more than one assignee (Shirkat 
There seems to be deliberate policy on the part of the state, 
which naturally, never desired to see any jagirdar gaining 
strong foot-hold in a particular pargana. 
Besides, our documents classify the j agirdars into two 
categories viz:- desh ka agirdar and huzur ka agirdar [See 
Table-III] . The former was, infact responsible to serve the 
defence of the country and thus, their concentration was in 
the southern portion of the state to face Marathas as well as 
2 
pindaris. The later seems to be either in the direct 
3 
services of the king or were the kinsmen of the king. 
So far as, the proportion of -jagir assignment to the 
various clan is concerned, an attempt has been made in table 
IV to calculate the percentage of different clan which hold 
assignments in different parganas. Normally, the clan of 
kings used to dominate in Rajasthan as revealed by the modern 
scholars. But in Kota the situation was different because 
the regent was extremely powerful. Zalim Singh availed the 
opportunity to give agirs to his loyal and persons belonging 
1. ibid., Taqsim pargana Anta VS1836/1779 AD, op. cit. 
2. R.K. Saxena, The Army of the Rajputs, Udaipur, 1989, 
pp. 11-lT'. 
3. ibid. 
4. S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, op. cit.,S.H.Khan, "Army 
of the Rulers of Amber',' op. cit., R.K. Saxena, 
Army of Rajputs, op. cit. 
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to his clan , when many jagirdars left Kota in protest to 
Zalim Sinoh's certain actions. He appointed several new 
jagirdars and thus, Jhala clan also acquired important 
position alongwith the Haras [see table- IV ] one could, 
therefore, mark the dominance of Jhala and Haras in the array 
of Kota rulers irrespective of the fact, they maintained an 
army of heterogenous character. Zalim Singh had also inducted 
many Muslims into the state services and they had been 
assigned jaglrs. This was aimed to strengthen the army 
particularly with his loyalists. In contrast only a few 
Muslims had been assigned jaglrs in Jaipur region. The Table 
IV reflects that several clans had been given jagirs and no 
one appears to be outproportionate. This is, perhaps, aimed to 
maintain checks and balances upon each clan. We also find 
several other j agirdars who seems to had been exempted from 
the obligations of state services. It appears that these 
categories of jagirdars corresponded to the gair-chakri ka 
agirdar or ghar-baitha-ri-jagir of Jodhpur region. 
1. See above in Chapter I. 
2. Taqsim pargana Anta VS1836/1779, Taqsim tappa Haveli 
pargana Barsana VS 1845/1788. 
3. S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System of Eastern Rajasthan, 
Delhi, 1986. 
4. Taqsim tappa Nandgaon VS1865/1808 and VS1876/1819 AD. 
5. Basta No. 97/5 and 79/3 Jodhpur Records, R.S.A.B. 
cited by G.D. Sharma, Rajput Polity,Delhi,1977, 
p.128, which says that the term ^hair-chakari 
ka-patta implied the grant against which the 
holder was not onliged to perform state service 
and this was also known as ghar-baitha-ri-jagir. 
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Our records indicate that some of the villages were 
ta'alluqa villages held by the ta'alluqadars. From the 
perusal of the records, one can deduce that the ta' alluqa 
villages were either temporary in nature or given by the 
assignee as sub-assignment. In pargana Kujor 1806 AD. 
3 villages were assigned to Bhai Madhav Singh where we find in 
turn that two villages out of the three^ namely Kasanpur and 
Kohoni were given in ta'alluqa to patel kushal with a rekh of 
worth 1^ .1700.00. Similarly, in the same pargana out of two 
villages under jagir assignment of Zalim Singh - one was given 
in ta'alluqa to patel kushal and in pargana Board from bohras 
village assignments, the villages Jalodo, Mugno and Murli were 
in the ta'alluqa of patels Narsagloda, Lachha and Toru res-
3 
pectively. Thus, it appears that in these ta'alluqa villages 
the persons were engaged on behalf of the actual assignee 
rather having independent status as an assignee, which on the 
other hand, there were ta'alluqadars who could be equated as 
an independent assignee, since for such assignments, the 
details have been given separately just on the pattern of 
j agirdars [See table-I]]. One can however,^ assume that they 
1. Taqsims tappa Nandgaon, op. cit. 
2. Taqsim pargana kujor VS1863/1806 AD. 
3. Taqsim pargana Barod VS_ 1865/1808. 
4. Taqsims tappa Nangaon of VS1865/1808 AD and VS 1876/ 
— 1319 AD. ~ — 
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might be new ) agirdars and had no ancestral claims. We had 
several examples when the jagirdars fled Kota State and Zalim 
Singh had given those jagir to others. 
The table-II indicates the composition of various 
assignee. For example the bohras, who appears to be as 
prominent holder of village assignment. It is more pronounced 
by the percentage of assignment which the bohras held in tappa 
Kanvas, tappa Nandgaon. 
Among the bohras, there were many merchants and some 
villages were assigned to the gumashtas (agents) of the shop-
keepers. In tappa Nandgaon villages were also assigned to the 
3 
o gumashtas of Gopilal's shop. Thus, the state was als 
encouraging trade and commerce. Where the state was giving 
tax exemption to new shop-keepers. Thus, our study suggests 
that inspite of the experience of two broad categories of 
jagirs i.e. khalisa^ tankwah jagirs, there were serveralcther 
jagirdars who, though did not have any military obligations 
1.Above in chapter I. 
2. ibid., Taqsim tappa Kanvas pargana Nandgaon VS 1845/ 
1788 AD. 
3. Taqsims tappa Nandgaon VS 1865/1808 AD. 
4. Kagal Jeth badi 9 VS 1840 despatched from N and gaon; 
See also appendix 4. 
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towards the state had enjoyed the privileges of a jagir. The 
state either could expect a loyalty from them or sometimes 
derived a part of revenue through indirect taxation. However, 
the grant of jagirs in udak or punya-udik were exceptions. 
They were free from all sort of taxation. At present, we are 
not competent to throw any light on the uprisings of sub-
assignee because of scarcity of data in hand. One can however, 
suggest that till Zalim Singh's tenure, he had every lever 
to control and these sub-assignees could not dare to take 
liberty from the state. 
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TABLE IV 
PERCENTAGE OF CLANS AND GROUPS HOLDING JAGIR 
ASSIGNMENT IN DIFFERENT AREAS 
taqsims p. Anta ta 
Mal tha 
p . Nand 
gaon 
t a . 
Ha ve i l 
p.Barsa-
na 
tappa 
Aawa 
t a . 
kanvas 
p . Nand-
gaon 
t a . 
Chachu-
rani 
p.Basra 
-na 
pargan; 
Barod 
, tappa 
Nand-
gaon 
tappa 
Nand-
gaon 
Year 1779 1779 1788 1788 1788 1797 1808 1808 1819 
J ag i r i 
Village 
Clan 
13 13 30 46 13 12 
Hara 
Jhala 
Parat 
(Pandit) 
Pathan 
(Muslim) 
Rathore 
Siscxiiya 
Bhai 
Maratha 
Gujar 
Kachhwah 
Rajlok 
Rajawat 
Charan 
Bohra 
Others 
Gujar 
Bhila 
Sah 
33.3 
33.3 
33.3 
19.72 
76.92 
7.7 
7.7 
15.2 
46.1 
7.7 
7.7 
100 
12.5 
12.5 
25.0 
12.5 
25.0 
12.5 
100 
30.4 
10.8 
13.0 
19.5 
2.0 
2.0 
21.5 
23.0 
46.15 
7.69 
7.69 
15.38 
16.6 
50.0 
16.6 
3.3 
8.3 
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C O N C L U S I O N 
The then state of Kota denoted the territory over 
which the Jhala clan of the Rajputs claimed domination by 
right of occupation. Earlier, it was part and parcel of Bundi 
state which was leter on separated from Bundi by the initia-
tive of Shahjahan through a farman. Kota was treated as the 
watan by the mughals while they were bestowed with favours 
like ranks and additional tankhwah jagir. Gradually, a large 
number of tappas were included in the territories of Kota and 
during the second half of 18th century, it emerged as one of 
the powerful states in Rajputana. 
Before, the rise of Zalim Singh clan based sub-
assignment system was prevalent. Primary positions were held 
by the haras, who is lieu the jagir had to supply contingent 
to the state. Similar, conditions did prevail even after the 
advent of Zalim Singh as a powerful regent, but for the fact 
that alongwith the prominence of haras and jhalas in the 
assignments, a large number of other clannish people also 
enjoyed the privilege of getting assignments. Thus, we can 
say that in sub-assignments as well as the contingent they 
maintained, the symptoms of heterogenous character appeared. 
A class of loyalist, (especially the Muslims) was created as 
compared to clannish organisation. 
Zalim Singh, a universal mama acted not as a regent 
but as a ruler. The actual ruler^ feeling secure in his 
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regency did pave the way for his innovation and reforms. 
Zalim Singh, however, did not over-rule the wishes of his 
master. But at certain occasions, he had to confront as for 
example. When Kota had political negotiations with the 
British (Kishore Singh's period). At this juncture, the 
British acknowledged the supremacy of Zalim Singh ignoring 
Kota ruler's hereditary rights. This opened a new chapter in 
Kota English relations. 
Zalim Singh even as a diwan had shown his vigour and 
capacity as administrator. He brought Kota in the fore-front 
of Rajput states. He kept cordial relations with his sardars. 
He proved that be was the vital link between the sardars and 
rulers of Kota. The allegience of these sardars towards Zalim 
Singh proved that he was indispensable for Kota whether it 
was during the time of battles or economic stability or social 
justice. He saw to it that Kota should not have the politi-
cally decentralized structure. He helped the ruler at a time 
when the Raja become so weak as to keep any check upon the 
sardars. 
After establishing his authority over Kota, Zalim 
Singh turned his attention towards economic reforms. He 
scientifically maintained all the revenue records; pargana 
wise, tappa wise and village wise which are still preserved in 
Rajasthan State Archives, Bikaner and available to research 
scholars. Most of the persian terminology in the documents was 
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borrowed from the mughal but regional terminology did also 
appear in the documents. 
The method of assessments like zabti koont, and lata 
or lata batai prevailed in this region. Lata batai, though 
was wide-spread in entire Rajputana, Kota was also not an 
exception to it. It would be incorrect to say that "rekh 
represented an independent practice of assessment". Since, 
for fixing the rekh, the cultivable land based on zabti and 
production were taken into account. Similarly, Tod's conten-
tion that in Kota, batai system was abolished is not correct. 
The office of patel continued to operate through out Kota. 
Besides being official they also appeared as a petty jagirdars 
in ta'alluqas. They had been given the rights of collection 
of revenue and other cesses from a ta'alluqa. 
Taqsims of various tappas suggest that in Kota 
region, extention of cultivation was not marginal. It was 
rather intensive and extensive. The rainfall being normal did 
give the opportunity to sow a large number of cash crops. 
Agriculture, thus, was given better irrigational facility. 
The revenue rates showed the sign of continuity. This may 
lead to the 18th century debate, whether 18th century economy 
marked with agricultural decline or not. Our evidences 
established that it was not the case of decline but stability 
Dilbagh Singh, however, for Jaipur region attributes the 
overall decline in- agriculture due to Maratha inroads and 
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scarcity of rainfall during the 2nd half of 18th century. 
Further, exploration of evidences for other regions, however, 
may contribute in the debate. 
Having looked into the sample checking of the prices 
of Kota region, it is surprising to note that it represented 
the similar trends as of the Jaipur region. Thus, our evidence 
strongly supported the over all decline in Eastern Rajasthan 
as a whole as indicated by modern scholars. during the second 
half of 18th century and first quarter of 19th century.(i^ pendix-I) 
Just on the pattern of Jaipur region, we have observed 
that rate of taxation in Kota was not that high as under the 
mughals. The state land revenue demand never reached 50 per 
cent. Shall we then presume that the migration of peasants to 
Haraoti and Malwa was due to less revenue demand ? To sum up, 
Zalim Singh period witnessed a period of political stability, 
economic prosperity and social justice. 
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A P P E N D I X - I 
PRICES 
Unfortunately, we do not find a number of nirkh-bazar 
records for Kota region unlike Jaipur region. This is because 
of the fact the nirkh-bazar has not yet been classified. It 
is quite possible that after diligent scrutiny, one can find a 
series of such documents. At present, therefore, it is not 
possible for us to work-out the price, movement over a number 
of years. 
However, we have a nirkh-bazar of 15 days of qasba 
2 
Jajpur, year 1815 AD, which gives us the quantity of all 
varieties of food grains as well as commodities per rupee. 
The prices rupee per mound has thus, been calculated. While 
going through this table, it is not clear to us whether in the 
case of tobacco and zarda (refined-tobacco), the quantity per 
rupee was mentioned in mounds or seers. Besides these two, 
the prices is mentioned in mounds per rupee some of the commo-
dities have not been identified. For the convenience we have 
also worked out the upward and downward limits of the prices. 
1. Wirkh-bazar records give the market rates prevailing 
in a paroana or qasba for all kinds of food-
grains an3~~commodities . 
See, S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System of Eastern 
Rajasthan, op. cit., p.328. 
2. Nirkh-bazar q. Jajpur VS 1872/1815. 
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We have further attempted to compare the prices of 
some of the common commodities with that of Jaipur region. 
Commodities 
Wheat 
Mung 
Urd 
Ba jra 
Juwar 
Jaipu 
Year 
AD 
1777 
1779 
1779 
1778 
1772 
r Region^ 
Prices 
(in &. ) 
1.06 to 1.25 
1.25 to 1.62 
1.25 to 1.62 
0.95 
0.84 to 1.19 
Kot 
Year 
AD 
1815 
1815 
1815 
1815 
1815 
a Region 
1.38 
0.90 
1.42 
0.90 
0.82 
Prices 
(in Rs.) 
to 1.42 
to 1.75 
to 1.53 
to 0.95 
to 0.92 
1. Dilbagh Singh, The State, Landlords and Peasants, 
op. cit., Delhi, pp. 94-99. 
S.P. Gupta, Agrarian System, op. cit., p. 85, mentions 
the prices of the following commodities in 
Jaipur region in 1730 AD, particularly in 
pargana Malarna. 
Commodites 
Wheat 
Mung 
Urd 
Ba jra 
Prices (in li) 
1.79 to 2.0 
1.81 to 2.10 
1.85 to 2.10 
1.37 to 1.50 
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The comparison shows that in OUT area the prices were 
lower we take into account the prices of pargana Malarna. But 
keeping in view the periods (Malarna 1730) and Kota (region 
1815) into consideration the tendency appeared to be of 
declining thus matching with those of later periods of Jaipur 
region as discussed by Dilbagh Singh. 
Thus, we have no difficulty to say that Eastern 
Rajasthan as a whole marked the declining tendency in prices 
during the second half of 18th century alongwith the early 
decades of 19th century. 
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A P P E N D I X - I I 
TAQSIM 
Taqsim tappa Haveli pargana Barsana sarkar Garh 
Gagraon suba Ujjainyear VS 1845/1788. 
It informs : 
(1) about the area was under amal-khalisa of the king 
Ummed Singh and about the names of officials like 
faujdar and pargana ka Pradhan. 
(2) about the total number of villages and their division 
into asli and majar category. 
(3) about the rekh (estimated income), the chak (total) 
bigha, the year of measurement and measured area, the 
deducted (vadi) area as well as the balance (baqi) 
area. 
(4) about the category of assignment under which the 
villages were assigned e.g. ta'alluqa or jagirdar. 
(5) about number of horses and tabindars had to be main-
tained by a jagirdar and the rate of payment per horse 
or tabindar. 
(6) about the type of services, these jagirdars were 
rendering, whether serving to desh or huzuri. 
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A P P E N D I X - I I I 
ARHSATTA 
The arhsatta of dori of kharif harvest qasba Dehi-
khera, year VS 1835/1778. 
It mentions total bigha of mal-o-jihat vadi (deducted) 
bigha and the baqi (balance) bigha and the total amount 
(muqarara jama) . 
It further gives us the area covered under various 
crops, rates of revenue demand per bigha alongwith the amount 
the individual crop received. Thus, we can also work-out the 
rates in case it is not given in the original. 
It also mentions the sairjihat taxes alongwith its 
break-up. 
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A P P E N D I X - IV (A) 
PARWANA MELA 
The following parwana data-I aghan vadl 1 \fS 1840/ 
1783 despatched from Nandgaon, relates to the Invitation 
extended to the traders (vyopari) especially those concerned 
with horse trade to participate in the trade activities (mela) 
organised by the state. Names of far and wide areas are 
listed e.g. some important places besides areas within 
Rajputana, included Ahmedabad, Shahjahanabad, Agra, Ratlara, 
Sitamau etc. By this document, it appears that Kota had been 
a very important centre of horse trade. 
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B 
Kagal 
This document dated Baisakh vadi 1, VS 1840/1783 written from 
headquarter Nandgaon addressed to Joshi Devakaran and 
Chaudhari Gordhan Das. 
Excerpts: "that a new village sivapuro was founded also taking 
away the area (dharti) belonging to khalisa land. Therefore, 
all the taxes (bab) like virad, bighori, jamdari alongwith 
Baith begar are exempted. Therefore, the officials are 
instructed not to create any problem every year (saldarsal). 
1. The problem sometime was created by demanding sanad of 
exemption of taxes which was supposed to be 
produced every year on demand. 
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c 
Kagal 
Document (Kagal) issued to local official (?) dated vadi 9, 
Jeth VS 1840/1783 from Nandgaon. 
The content says that the "sahukars of Samar 
(Sambhar) Lacha Ram, Udhbhan, Sobha Ram, Khillumal, Brajdas 
and Tekchand Khatri has opened new shops in Rampura of 
Nandgaon. Half of the total levy has been exempted to them. 
It is, therefore, directed that the official should not 
quarell with the shopkeepers". 
The state seems to have endeavoured for creating 
conducive atmosphere for trade activities by granting certain 
concessions to the mercantile classes. 
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B I B L I O G R A P H Y 
I. Pxiraary Sources 
Taqslm par^ana Anta VS 1836/1779 AD. Bh.6,Ba 8/1. 
Taqslm tappa Bhaltha pargana Barsana VS 1836/1779 AD, Bh.6, 
Ba 8/1. 
Taqslm tappa Kanvas pargana Nandgaon VS 1845/1788 AD, Bh6,Bal5 
Taqsim tappa Haveli pargana Barsana VS 1845/1788 AD, Bh.6,Bal5 
Taqsim tappa Chachurani pargana Barsana VS 1845/1788 AD, Bh.6, 
Ba 20. 
Taqsim tappa Aawa pargana Nandgaon VS 1854/1797 Bh.6, Ba-20. 
Taqsim pargana Kujor VS 1863/1806 AD, Bh.6, Ba 23. 
Taqsim tappa Anta VS 1864/1807 AD, Bh.6, Ba 23/2. 
Taqsim pargana Barod VS 1865/1808 AD, Bh.6, Ba 23/2. 
Taqsim tappa Nandgaon VS 1865/1808 AD, Bh 6, Ba 23/2. 
Taqsim tappa Nandgaon VS 1876/1819 AD, Bh.6, Ba.50. 
Taqsim tappa Anta VS 1881/1824, Bh.6, Ba 29. 
Arhsatta qasba Dehikhera VS 1835/1778 AD, Bh.l4, Ba 21. 
Arhsatta mauza Sopuro VS 1843/1786 AD, Bh 1, Ba 66 A. 
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Arhsatta qasba Barod VS 1843/1786 AD, Bh 1, Ba 66 A. 
Arhsatta qasba Mangrol VS 1855/1798 AD, Bh 1, Ba 71. 
Arhsatta mauza Rajpuro tappa Varakoti VS 1859/1802 AD, Micro-
film, S.P. Gupta Collection, A.M.U., Aligarh. 
Arhsatta mauza Jalro, VS 1859/1802 AD, microfilm, Prof. S.P. 
Gupta Collection, Aligarh. 
Arhsatta mauza Dudhari pargana Plaitha VS 1864/1807 AD, Bh.2, 
Ba 1. 
Arhsatta mauza Bardalo tappa Arhrkhera VS 1864/1807 AD. 
Bh.2, Ba 1. 
Arhsatta mauza Kalarevo pargana Sagod VS 1864/1807 AD, Bh.2, 
Ba 1. 
Arhsatta mauza Saihalo tappa Kanwas VS 1864/1807, Bh.2, Ba 1. 
Arhsatta mauza Higono tappa Kanwas VS 1864/1807, Bh.2, Ba 1. 
Arhsatta mauza Daragpur pargana Gagraon VS 1865/1808, Bh.2, 
Ba 1. 
Arhsatta mauza Ladhro tappa Harigarh VS 1866/1808, Bh.2, Ba 1. 
Arhsatta mauza Balapur tappa Vasthuni VS 1866/1809 AD, Bh.2, 
Ba 1. 
Arhsatta qasba Jajpur VS 1873/1816, microfilm Prof. S.P.Gupta 
Collection, Aligarh. 
Arhsatta mauza Chhalina tappa Jajpur VS1873/1816, microfilm, 
Prof. S.P. Gupta Collection, Aligarh. 
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Arhsatta mauza Ihani pargana Barod VS 1880/1823 AD, Bh. 2, 
Ba 23. 
Arsatta pargana Mangrol VS 1880/1823 AD, Bh.2, Ba 23. 
Jama mauza Surlo pargana Barod VS 1845/1788 AD, Bh 2, Ba 2. 
Jamabandi mauza Bara pargana Mangrol, VS 1880/1823 AD, Bh 2, 
Ba 23. 
Kagal Jeth bad! 9 VS 1840, Bh 1, Ba 65. 
Note: All documents preserved in Kota Records, Rajasthan State 
Archives, Bikaner. 
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